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CHRISTIAN READER, 


V amous and many are the ways by which 
the enemy of ſouls deceives the ſimple, the unſtable, 
and the unwary. One way of deception is, by the 
grave appearance, and external ſhew of ſanctity, 
that is often aſſumed by a Blind guide. This 18 
« the wolf in ſheep's cloathing. » And to judge of 
the goodneſs of the heart only by the look of the 
Ein, (without aſking God to diſcover the deceiver) 
is judging according to appearance, and not judging 
rizhteous judgment. Look more at the truth of their 
words, Reader, than at their external appearance; 
and attend more to the pozver of their expreſſions, 
than to their ſpeech. « I will know,” ſays Paul, 
ce not the ſpeech of them that are puffed up, but the 
© power. A good man, out of the good treaſure | 
of his heart, brings forth good things; and an 

„ evil 


iv yxrfAcr; 
« evil man, out of the evil treaſure of his heart, 
e brings forth evil things.” By their words [of 
truth and power] they ſhall be juſtified, and by their 
words [without truth and power] they ball be con- 
demned. The Gibtonites deceived the princes of Iſrael 
by the appearance of their clouted ſhoes, mouldy bread, 
rent bottles, and old garments ; when there was not 
one word of truth in all they ſaid. But no wonder, 
for they aſked not counſel of God, Joſh. is. 13, 14. 
The ſecond ſcheme of the devil is, ſetting a ſimple | 
foul to compare notes -with an uninſpired preacher. 
When ſuch a /eer draws his portrait of a child of | 
God, the ſimple ſoul, that is under the firſt dawn- 
ing of day, ſbines like a ſaint of the firſt magnitude. 
But, ler ſuch a ſoul go under one that handles the 
| ſword of the Spirit, by the Spirit, and he appears 
' plainly to be ſhut out of the camp. And, if Grace 
prevent not, the devil fixes a bar of prejudice againſt 
the latter preacher, as one © who makes the hearts 
t of thoſe ſad whoin God would not have made 
& fad: not conſidering that it is by hes, not by 
truth, and by falſe prophets, not by true ones, that 
the hearts of the righteous are ſaid to be made fad, 
(Ezek. xiii. 22.) And if Satan can get ſuch a de- 
luded 
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juded ſoul back again to the blind watchman, the 
wound that Truth has given him is healed lightly, 
crying, © Peace, peace!” when Conſcience has re- 
ceived no anſwer of God. This is meaſuring them- 

ſelves by themſelves, and cemparing themſelves among 
themſelves; and ſuch are not wiſe, 2 Cor. x. 12, 
The third ſcheme is, by ſetting a falſe teacher to 
hold forth the Law, not in it's ſpiritual meaning, 
but gloſſed over by an appearance of the truth of the 
Goſpel, and delivered with a prodigious zeal and 


outcry for negative holinefs. Thoſe falſe teachers who 
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traduced the Apoſtles, and ſtuck to the Law in heart, 


varniſhed all their diſcourſes over with the doctrines 


of Jeſus. They preached Chriſt out of contencion, 
not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add affliftion to the 
apoſtle's bonds. This method ſerves to eſtabliſh the 
ſtrong man in his poſſeſſion of the palace, while it 
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keeps the wild olive branch cleaving to the old 

ſtock. | | 
The fourth trap of the devil is, ſettling a ſoul'in 

falſe evidences; which Satan accompliſhes by ſetting 


i 


preachers to counterfeit a divine power which they 


never felt; and by throwing out ajumble of phraſes 


which they cannot explain, ſuch as Grace, Convic- 
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tions, Experience, Temptation, the Spirit, the 
Influences of the Spirit, Divine Operations, the 
Old Man, the New Man, Self, Repentance, Chriſt, 
Regeneration, Corruption, a Work of Grace, Faith; 
together with a multitude of the ſaints complaints 
under a ſenſe of their native depravity, under the 
rod, under temptation, and in times of ſpiritual 
deſertion. Let the vileſt impoſtor ſcrape a collection 
of theſe fragments together, and then take a glaſs 


of b 


them at random, under the warm operation of the 


y to warm his heart, and get up and ſcatter 


aforenamed glaſs, and he ſhall paſs, with many ſimple 
| ſouls, (at firſt hearing) for a warm, zealous, expe- 
rimental preacher of the everlaſting Goſpel. 

I once .heard a young man preach in my own 
pulpit at Providence Chapel, about ſix or ſeven 
years ago; and I heard him with all the attention 
poſſible; and he never jo much as touched upon or | 
deſcribed one ſenſation that an awakened ſoul feels, 
either under the guilt of fin, the buffetings of Satan, 
the fears of wrath, or the Spirit of Grace. And, when 
he had done, two or three perſons (who I believe 
are neither blind nor dead) came to me, and faid, 
that he was a very experimental preacher,” Ta 
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which I made no reply: for, in one ſenſe, what they 


ſaid was true; for he mentioned the word experience 


almoſt at every breath.——And as to Timothy 
Prieſtley's Two Volumes of the Looking-Glaſs, 


they are nothing elſe but a collection of falſe 


evidences. The title of the book 1s the moſt ſingular, 
and the moſt pregnant with preſumption, of any title 
that I ever ſaw. 

The book is called The Chriftion s LookinG- 
GLASS which ſignifies ?ranſparency 1t/elf, the Ever- 


laſting Goſpel being called av/ea of tranſparent glaſs. 


mingled with fire. 


Secondly, It is called The Timorous Soul's GV | 


which ſhews the affinity that it hath with the Third 
Perſon of the Trinity, © who is to guide us into all 
« truth.“ Eau 


Thirdly, It is called 4 DRSscRrIiOx of the Work + 


of the Holy Spirit upon the Heart—which is to ſhew 
us the impulſe and influence of the Spirit, under 
which theſe Volumes were manufactured. ö 
Laſtly, It is called 4 Relief of the Diicvweoritn 
—which is to raiſe our expectations of ſuperabound- 
ing love, comfort, joy, peace, and felicity, that are 
to be found in theſe Performances whereas there 
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is not one deſcription of the illuminations of the 
Spirit; nor one myſtery, diſcovery, or view, that 
he preſents to the awakened ſinner, either of him- 
ſelf, of his ſin, of the Law, the Goſpel, of Chriſt, 
or of God, in it; not one branch of the Spirit's 
convincing or convicting power; not one account 


ol his awakening, alarming, or quickening energy; 


not one particular of his friendly affiſtance againſt 
deſpair, againſt unbelief, and in the exerciſe of 
faith, or in fervent prayer, to be found in the whole 
book. No account of a real ſenſe of ſin, or view of 
Chriſt; no promiſe, or promiſed bleſſing, applied; 
not one. deſcri ption of the Spirit's pozwer, of his ro- 
velations, conſolations, applications, or operations. 
Here is nothing of his love, of his witneſs, of his 
ſeal, of his firſi-fruits, of his earneſts, or of his 
foretaſtes. And ſure J am, that it would be an ever- 
laſting puzzle to me, how any natural man could at- 
rempt ſuch a work, and affix ſuch a title, were it not 
for the account that the Scriptures give of a breaſt- 
plate of. jacinct and iron, (Rev. ix. 9, 17.) a ſeared 
conſcience, (1 Tim. iv. 2.) and a brow of braſs, (Iſai. 


' xlviii. 4.) in which panoply a hypocrite has ſome- 


times run upon the thick beſſes of God's buckler, 
Job, xv. 26. 1 Les: 
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If any preacher or profeſſor thinks that I bear too 
hard on the work, or on the workman, let him pray 
| God for wiſdom, underſtanding, and direction; ler 
him read both volumes carefully through; and let 
him collect any one branch of the Spirit's work on 
the heart that is conſiſtent with the oracles of God, 
or the experience of the ſaints; and then let him 
publiſh it—and, if God permit, I will anſwer him, 

and prove by the Scriptures that 27 7s not. | 
In purſuing and diſcovering the works of this 
Timothy, I ſhall endeavour to point out to the 
reader the falſe evidences that the poor ſinner is here 
encouraged to truſt in; and likewiſe the deep crafr 
that is made uſe of in order to unſeltle a weak be- 
liever, who really ſtands on a ſcriptural evidence. 
In which work we ſhall ſee the rough garment, the 
inſtruments of a fooliſh ſhepherd, and the mingled 
feed: which will ſerve as a caution to us; for ze are 
not to ſow our vineyard with diverſe ſeeds, nor plow 
with an ox and an aſs together, Deut. xx11. 10. 

I muſt leave the Reader to judge of what I ſay, 
and compare it with the Scriptures of truth; for if 
I ſpeak not according to that word, you are to pay 
no more regard to William Huntington than to 


Timothy Prieſtley. | 2 
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I ſhould have anſwered this Book before, but it 
crept into the world unknown to me. I fhall like- 
wiſe publiſh a Second Edition of the Firſt Part of 
the Barber; and give Timothy's Firſt Glaſs a ſecond 
ſifting ; in which a few more ſecrets will be 
brought forth, laid open, and expoſed to view, 
that others, as well as myſelf, may ſee where his 
haunt is. I know his ways are moveable, and his 
paths crooked. And that we may ſee them, and 
ſhun them, is the deſire and prayer of, 


Reaven, 


Thine in the Everlaſting Gosr EI, 


Wu. HUNTINGTON, 8. s. 
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TIMOTHY SHAVED THE SECOND TIME. 


QUOTATION. 


Page the F irſt. 

66 2 GH the ſalvation of a foul does not depend 
L on a perſuaſion of being interęſted in Chriſt, yet 

« the importance of aſſurance is ſuch, that it is impoſſible 


to e joy much comfort without being poſſeſſed of it in 
* ſome degree 


ANSWER. I think that, in an experimental ſenfe, 
the ſalvation of a ſinner does depend on God's giv- 
ing him faith; for © he that believes ſhall be ſaved, 
« and he that believes not ſhall be damned.“ Faith 

and falvation, unbelief and damnation, always go 
together. And he that has no perſuaſion, has no 

_ faith, (conſequently, no ſalvation is applied to him;} 
tor faith is perſuaſion. © Abrabam was perſuaded, 
bs W what God had promiſed, he was alſo able to 
12155 «« perform.” 


THE BARBER, 


« perform.” And Paul ſays, Let every one be 
ic perſuaded in his own mind.” And every gracious 
ſoul muſt be perſuaded, that He that hath begun the 
good work in him, will carry it on; otherwiſe he 
can have no reſt in his ſoul. And it is clear that all 
the Apoſtle's comfort aroſe from his perſuaſion of 
intereſt in Chriſt, which is the real joy of Faith: 
« J am perſuaded, that neither life nor death, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
* preſent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor 
4c depth, nor any other creature, ſhall ever be able 
tc to ſeparate us from the love of God which is in 
«« Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” But the diſtrefſed ſoul that 
has no perſuaſion of intereſt in Chriſt, and who without 
aſſurance, Timothy lays, it is impelſible be ſhould enjoy 
much comfort—is deſcribed by God himſelf, as the 
fartheſt of all men in this world from any comfort at 
all : * Thy /ife ſhall hang in doubt before thee; and 
* thou ſhalt fear day and night, and ſhalt have no 
ce affurance of thy life. In the morning thou ſhalt 
© fay, © Would God it were even!“ And at even 
1 thou ſhalt ſay, Would God it were morning!” 
0 for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou ſhalt 
« fear, and for the ſight of thine eyes which thou 
5 ſhalt ſee.” Deut. xxviii. 66, 67. If this evidence, 
| Reader, has any meaning at all, it amounts to this, 
that there is a poſſibility of being ſaved without 
faith, becauſe ſalvation does not depend on a perſua- 


1 7 W e in Chrift Bur then, it is impoſſible 
« that 
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re that much comfort ſhould be enjoyed without the 
e aſſurance of faith.” The greateſt matter of all 
may be had without even a perſuaſion, but the leſſer 
matter requires aſſurance. You ſee, Reader, that 
Timothy and I begin to let our light ſhine before 
men: and if the Reader has ſtrength of eye- ſight to 
purſue ſuch burning and ſhining lights as we are, let 
him follow us, and he ſhall fee ſuch myſteries as 
never have appeared in this world till the birth of 
Timothy ; no, not fince Ju piter fell from the moon. 


Qvor.—P. 2. An experimental Chriſtian can no 
© more depend on grace received, than he can expect his 
« body to be nouriſhed this year * that which ſupported 
s him the laſt.” 


Answ. The plain Engliſh of this aſſertion is this, 
That the everlaſting love of God ſhed abroad in the 
heart, accompanied with believing, pardoning, 
juſtifying, repenting, regenerating, ſanctifying, and 
adopting grace, (for this is grace) can no more be 
depended upon by an experimental Chriſtian, than 
the body can depend this year on the food which 
nouriſhed it the laſt—which can be nothing but it's 
excrements or dung! What can be the wicked de- 
Ggn of this Author, by ſuch an aſſertion, but to 
ſtagger the believer at the grace of God! Where 
God gives grace, he will give glory. He'that ob- 
tains the one, ſhall have the other. We receive grace 


fr grace; n grace, for gloriſying grace; 
grace 
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grace in a militant ſtate, to fit us for grate in 2 
triumphant one: the one is the earneſt of the other. 
God manifeſts his grace in our ſalvation here, hat 
be may diſplay the riches of his grace in glory hereafter! 
Grace received ſhall reign, through the obedience 
of Chriſt, to eternal life, as ſure as ſin reigned unto 
death, by the tranſgreſſion of Adam. 


Quor.—P.z. It is my particular deſign, in this 
« Publication, to prevent the Chri/tian from buiiding his 
« comforts on uncertain frames and feelings.” | 


Axsw. All real divine comfort muſt ſpring from 
frames and feelings, for the ſoul that has no feeling 
is dead. What comfort can a ſoul get, but from 
the quickening, pardoning, renewing, comforting, 

and ſin- ſubduing operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who is the ſaints comforter ; and who ſheds abroad 

l the love of God in the heart, which is the bleſſed - 
þ effect of pardon, and the eternal bond of eternal 
| union? Real feelings, or what John calls handling the 
| werd of life, is the quickening, or life-giving in- 
[ fluences of the Spirit, under a believing view of 
Chriſt, which always attend juſtification unto life. 
He that hath none of theſe frames and feelings, the 
kingdem, with him, fands in word, not in power; or 
his faith flands in the wiſdom of men, not in the 

power of Ged. . But we know that the elect ſinner 
is internally changed, and externally kept by a di- 

vine power; the dominion of grace ſtands in power, 

| ; and, 
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and, * by the power of God is the ſaint kept 
« through faith to ſalvation.” The profeſſor who 
hath no feeling ſenſe of this power, may have a 
name to live, and that is all; for Chriſt declares he 
is dead. The awakened ſoul in his miſerable mo- 
ments can get no comfort, if he never had any 
divine quickenings. David in his loweſt frames 
fetched his comfort from former feelings : This is 
« my comfort in ray affliction, thy word hath quick- 
e ened me.” This quotation, reader, is intended to 
remove the faith of God's people from its proper ba/e, 
which is the power of God; and to ſer the ſeeking 
ſoul dowa in carnal ſecurity, without the experience 
or enjoyment of either life or love. Woe be to 
them that are at eaſe in Zion. Timothy errs for 
the want of underſtanding, and for the want of 
frames and feelings; or, as the Saviour ſays, he errs, 
not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of Ged. 
The. hypocriſy or deception of this quotation lies in 
the word uncertain. He calls them wncertain 
frames and feelings; but Everlaſting Life, and the 
Everlaſting Love of God, when revealed in the foul 
of a ſinner, are the moſt certain things that ever 
were known, experienced, enjoyed, or felt, under 
the ſun. 


Quor.—P. 10. © The moſt eminent Chriſtians, who 
* have been indulged with the greate/? manifelations of 
Divine Love, cannot be ſatisfied with theſe,” 


A NSW, 
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Answ. I think it is the manifeftation of Divine 
Love, and nothing elſe, that can ſatisfy a ſenſible 
finner; for the love of God is the firſt fruit of the 
Spirit: it caſts out all fear and all torment, and is 
the effect of pardon and reconciliation; and our 
love to God is always reflected from it. pere 
much is forgiven, the ſame loveth much; and where 
little is forgiven, the ſame loveth little. Thoſe 
who have their hearts circumciſed to love God ſhall 
moſt ſurely live; for © they that love God are born 
© of God, and know God:“ yea, he that loveth, 
dwelleth in God, and God dwelleth in him; and 
charity never faileth. Even when prophecy ſhall 
ceaſe, when tongues ſhall fail, when faith ſhall be 
turned into fight, and hope into full fruition— 
charity, or the love of God, ſhall always be the 
_ fame; for God is love: and if this will not ſatisfy Tim,'s 
eminent Chriſtian, what can? The whole drift of 
this Looking-Glaſs is to ſtumble and ſtagger the 
faith of a Chriſtian at the ſureſt evidences, and to 
build up impoſtors and hypocrites on falſe ones. 

In the firſt quotation, Timothy tells us, that our 
ſalvation does not depend on our HONOR of in- 
tereſt in Chriſt. le, 

Secondly, He tells us that the Chriſtian cannot 
venture on grace received. 

_ Thirdly, He is not to build his comforts on un- 
certain frames and feelings. And, br 

Fourthly, He cannot be /atisfied with tbe aa 


= manifeſtations of Divine Love. 
„ What 
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What would a poor weak believer, in his firſt 
love, do with ſuch aſſertions as theſe? It is tearing 
the breaſt of conſolation from his mouth, and 
« kicking him into the devil's den of unbelief.” 
And where mult that 7imorous ſoul end his journey, 
but in everlaſting darkneſs, who follows ſuch A 
guide? The promiſe of Eternal Love is the firſt 
Jand-mark; and to walk in Love, as Chriſt hath 
loved us, is the more excellent way. And God him- 
ſelf ſays, Curſed is he that moveth his neigh- 
„„ bour's land-mark ; and curſed is he that maketh 
e the blind to wander out of the way,” Deut. xxvii. 
17, 18. | 


n 10. Nor will his reſt their aſſurance 
ce wholly. on ſuch fuſs,” 


Answ. Why not, Timothy? Faith worketh by 
Love, and Charity believeth all things; and if a faint 
cannot” reft his aſſurante'on the greateſt manifeſtations 
of Divine Love, what can he reſt it upon, ſeeing our 
faith is.not to ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but in 
the power of God? And, of all power, Love 1s the 
ſweeteſt, the ſtrongeſt, and the moſt /ure. Paul lays 
Love as the very baſis of aſſurance. ** Now the end 
cc of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart 


« and a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned.” 


B Qvor. 


— 
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Qvor.—P. 10. 00 But will repeatedly try themſelves by 
« the true touchſtone, the Word of God; and, without 
& they diſcover an agreement with that unerring Rule, 335 


cc obtain no ſatisfaction.“ 


* 


Axsw. But the greateſt manifltarions of Divine 
Low are ſure to agree with that Rule; inſomuch 
that, if a man © hath all knowledge, if he under- 
ce ſtands all myſteries; and if he has all faith, fo 
<< that he could remove mountains; and if he ſpeak 
«with the tongue of men and angels; yet, if he 
cc hath not Charity, or the manifeſtations of Divine 
Love, he is nothing; he is nothing but ſounding 


-< braſs, or a tinkling cymbal.— Now abideth Faith, 


ce Hope, Charity, theſe three; but the greateſt of 
«© thele are the manifeſtations of Divine Love. Ob- 
ſerve here, reader, that Timothy makes the king- 
dom to ftand in word, not in Power / 


{ 


Quan « That 4 is the a 8 tos 


4 Scripture which is not built on a few ſingle circumſtances, 
“ but has the whole word of God for it's baſis,” 


Answ. Theſe fugle circumſtances, according to 
Timothy's foregoing account, are © a perſuaſion of 


e jntereſt in Chriſt the grace of God frames and 
d feelings — and the manifeſtations of Divine 


* 


« Love. And ſure I am, that the foul that hath 


an experience of theſe circumſtances, as Timothy 


calls . has the whole Scriptures of truth on his 
: ſide, 


* 


—_ 
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fide, and ſhall be eternally ſaved; and he that is 
_ deſtitute of theſe circumſtances, and dies ſo, ſhall 
be damned for his faith ſtands on the letter of 
Scripture, and not in the power of God. And we 
know that the kingdom of God is not in word, but 
in power, in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt; all which muſt be experienced, 
| ee and it. 


Qvor. N 11. © There is a peculiar ſatisfaction in 
having an opportunity of being 0 means of comforting 
0 any of Chriſt's s lambs.” 


Answ. T 1 none of Chriſt's lambs that wil! 
ever underſtand this book, nor that will ever get 
one beam of light or grain of comfort from it: it 
is not calculated nor intended to be of any uſe to 
them. The intention of it is to encourage the foxes, 
and nouriſh the young cubs. The lambs lie in the 
Chief Shepherd's boſom; but if you ſtagger their 
faith at-the love of the Shepherd's heart, by preach- 
ing down perſuaſion of intereſt in Chriſt—the grace 
of God frames and feelings and the manifeſta- 
tions of Life and Love inſtead of comforting the 
lambs of Chriſt's fold, this is quenching the ſmoak- 
ing flax, offending the weaklings of the flock, 
breaking the bruiſed reed, making the righteous 
ſad, and robbing them of the breaſts of eon 
tion, and that by nothing but lyes. Timothy tells 


chem, indeed, to build their faith on the whole word 
3 . of 
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of God; but lambs live on the fincere milk of the 
word, And there is a difference between the word 
and the milk of the word; between a promiſe and 
the bleſſing in the promiſe; and between the word, 
and the refreſhing power of the word. The Goſpel 
comes to ſome in word only; and to others, in 
power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance. 
Some hold the truth in righteouſneſs; and others 
keep it by the Holy Ghoſt, which dwelleth in them: 
the former is 4 ary breaft, (Hoſea, i ix. 14.) thelatter 
4 cberiſbing nurſe, (1 Theſſ. ii. 7. the former is 2 
: r fool, = latter is a living vitneſs. | 


Quor.—P. 11. © Chriſt himſelf paid particular atten- 
tion to ſuch in his Ne on the Mount, Matt. v. 


. 6. 55 
Answ. So he did; and ordered his Apoſtles, be- 


fore they entered on this work, to tarry in Jeruſalem 
till they were endued with power from on high: 

but, inſtead of Timothy's waiting in Jeruſalem for 
this eſſential qualification, he has not had patience 
even to tarry in Jericho till his beard be grown, 
2 Sam. x. 5. He has undertaken to be the timorous 
ſoul's guide to heaven, without being acquainted 
with one footſtep of the flock, or with one inch of 
the way: for he himſelf tells us, in this book, © that 
« if he was in as great an uncertainty about na- 


85 tural things as he is about ſpiritual things, he 
1 ' ſhould 
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5 © ſhould ane whether he had any real exiſtence 
c or no.“ 


» 


. Quor.—P. It, © I know that many ſerious perſons, 
“ when it hath pleaſed God to exerciſe their faith and pa- 
ce tience with heavy * have been chiefly #ftreſed for 


« want of aſſurance,” 


Answ. And there is in ſuch ſouls juſt cauſe for 
diſtreſs, becauſe they doubt of their juſtification ; 
for they know that God has ſaid, that the effe& of 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace and aſſurance for ever. 
And again In returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved; 
& and in quietneſs and in confidence ſhall be root 
« ſtrength.” And ſuch poor ſouls will be ſeeking, 
longing, groaning, and panting, till they are in 
ſome meaſure perſuaded, or aſſured, that they have 
a part and lot in the dear Redeemer ; and fuch 
wretched books as theſe are calculated to ſet them 
down on this ſide Jordan, that they may fall in un- 
belief, and come ſhort of the promiſed Reſt: for it 
is impoſſible that ſuch a jumble of confuſion and 
falſhood as this can either diſcover faith, or encou- 
rage it; and, as God 1s not the Author of it, we are 
ſure that he will never acknowledge it, nor honour 
it in any other ſenſe than to expoſe the nakedneſs 
and ſhame of the author. 


| Quor. —Þ. 12. Indeed, Chriſtians who follow not 


& the advice of the Holy Ghoſt in making their calling and 
5 s election 
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“election ſure, are frequently found, like ſhips at 1 9 5 witha 
< out an anchor. 


Fo 


* 


Anw. And the reaſon is, becauſe there are ſo 
many fal/e lights and wandering ftars, that perplex, 
puzzle, and confound, the unexperienced mariner, 
Beſides, if profeſſors were to follow the advice of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Timothy would have no followers at 
all, becauſe his way is diametrically oppoſite to the 
way of the Spirit. In this caſe, he muſt ſoon leave 
off preaching, and writing too: for perſons that 
* have made their calling and election fure,” would 

never hear Timothy preach a ſecond time, nor read 
the ſecond volume of his Looking-Glaſs. If is the 
femple that believe every word; the itching ear that 
is charmed with every uncertain ound; the unwary 
that follow every © Lo here!” and Lo there!” 
and the confuſed that are ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. The 
Athenian, who is in perpetual want of ſome new 
thing; and the uncircumciſed i in ears, who knows 
not what is piped or harped; together with the 
alarmed formaliſt, who wants a crutch; the pro- 
feſſor, who is chafed at the power of godlineſs, and 
wants a plaiſter; the bond-child, who wants a 

roller; and the conſcious hypocrite, who wants a 
pillow: it is this ſort that Timothy muſt have an 
eye to; his {kill and his untempered mortar; muſt 

be uſed entirely among theſe. While there are ſuch 

| 0 | 9 
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as theſe in the church, Timothy will haye work 

enough; but, when they are gone, he muſt go. 

The builder that cannot produce his genealogy 

from the Book of Life, is unfit for the ſervice o 
the Temple; his employ lies in n the * 

gale, Nehem. ! 111. 14. 


— 


Qyor.—P. 12. Every wave ſeems to threaten their 
te Agſtruction; and they are, in florms, at their wit's end.“ 


Answ. And no wonder, when they are launched 
into a profeſſion by preachers who have no hope, nar 
experience that worketh hope; and ſuch poor de- 
| luded ſouls ſetting fail for the haven of reſt, with- 
out one gale of the Spirit, any knowledge of the 
voyage, or one idea of the port; no doubt, ſooner 
or later, the tempeſt of Sinai will fall on them: nor 
ean it be expected that they can have any hope of 
being ſaved, when conſcience bears witneſs that 
neither ſun, moon, nor 199 85 have ever appeared on 


them. 


| Quor.—P. 12. < Beſides all this, it is an advantage of 
c which few are aware; that is, for a man, when he is at a 
« throne of grace, to be fully perſuaded he is one for whom 

« Chrift is now interceding.” 5 


Axsw. If there are but a E Chriſtians that are 
aware of the advantage of Chriſt's interceſſion, 
there can be but a very few of them that are taught 
"Þ 4 "of 


\ 
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A 


of God: for the awakened ſinner that has felt the 
ſword of juſtice, and the curſe of the L. aw againſt 
| him; and who, at the ſame time, feels himſelf barred 
out from God by an hard heart, and ſhut up in un- 
belief; will not only be aware, but be aſſured, the 
firſt moment that ever he finds acceſs to God, or 
freedom with him, that it is by the faith of the great 
Mediator, or Interceſſor; for it is by his blood that 
we are brought nigh ; and the way in which we ap- 
proach 7s through the veil of his fleſh; and by the 
faith of him we have acceſs with confidence. So 
that to be ignorant, or not aware of this, is to be 
far from God by wicked works, to be without Chriſt, 
without hope, and without help, in the world. 


Qpor.—P. 14. © Paul having ſuch clear conceptions 
« both of nature and grace, was the reaſon why he ſpeaks 
« with ſuch confidence of all true Chriſtians being mart 
 « than conquerors through him that loved them. 


Axsw. Paul's confidence, friend Timothy, and 
the certain conqueſt of all true Chriſtians, will never 
ſatisfy the 71morons ſoul that you undertake to guide, 
if he be quickened by the Spirit of God. He muſt . 
have an evidence, an earneſt, or the witneſs in his 
own heart; for he is entangled with ſuch ſuſpicions 
and jealouſies about his ſtate, that he will call all 

into queſtion without it, even though he hath re- 

ceived the word in an honeſt and good heart; and, 
perhaps, /ay in his heart that all men are liars, him- 
ſelf 


ww. 
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ſelf not excepted. He dares not truſt himſel{: nor 
will he truſt friend Prieſtley; for, if he receives the 
witneſs of men, he knows that the witneſs of God is 
greater. This witneſs is promiſed to all that believe, 
and he will never reſt ſatisfied till he hath it. Paul's 
experience may encourage him, and be a ſupport ta 
him; but, at the return of his fits, he will give all 
up for loſt, until he can ſay, as Paul did, I know 
whom I have believed; or elſe, that Chriſt loved me, 
and gave himſ-If for me. Guide ſeeking ſinners 
to thele things, Timothy, and to make their calling 
and elect on ſure. Tell them, as Paul did, 70 ea. 
mine themſelves, and prove themſelves, whether they be 
in the faith; and that they muſt know, how that Chriſt 
is in them, except they be reprobates. Then (bur never 
till then) ſhalt thou be a ſafe © Guide to a timorous 
« Soul.” | 


Qvyor.—P. 14. © Our war with fin would not ſo much 
6 diſcourage us, if we underſtood the nature of grace.“ 


Answ. Underſtanding the nature of grace (if 
that 1s all) will be of little encouragement to a 
timorous ſoul, while guilt ſticks faſt in the con- 
ſcience, and every beſetting fin reigns in the mortal 
body. It is not underſtanding the nature, but feel- 
ing the purging efficacy and ſin- ſubduing power of 
grace, that will encourage the ſoul in his war. A. 
commander in the field, who hath ever ſo good an 
underſtanding in the ſcience of war, will reap but 
little 
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little eneouragement from this while he is flying 
before the enemy.. The kingdom ſtands not in man's 
underſtanding, but in the power of God. Paul ſays, 
that @ man may have all knowledge, but knowledge 
Puffeth up; and underſtand all myſteries, and yet be 
nothing. This evidence will be of little uſe in the 
war, Timothy. If he is a conqueror, it is not by 
his underſtanding, but through Him that hath 
| neu him, 


* QuoT.—P, 15. Paul's idea of the glorious cauſe of 
« fuch a change in his will, made the effect more pleaſing, 
In himſelf and others he ſaw the virtue of that covenant 
de made with Chriſt, in which the promiſe was given to 
4 . 8 7 Pe 12 Mall be n in the day of thy power,” 


Axsw. This evidence will not ſatisfy the 2imorous 
foul, For there are many that would fain be born 
again; * but this birth is not of the Will of the fleſh, 
te nor of the will of man, nor of blood, but of God.“ 
And there are many that would be ſaved; but 
« Salvation is not of him that 2vi//ezb, nor of him 
te that runxeth,” It is neceſſary to ſhew the diffe- 
Tence between the will and deſires of natural men, 
and thoſe of a ſoul humbled to will and chuſe under 
a divine power; and what that power is, and how 
it operates: for until the native enmity, ſtubborn- 
neſs, and rebellion of the heart, be ſtirred up and 
diſcovered by an application of the Law, the ſinner 


will remain a ſtranger to his: perverſeneſs and non- 
ſubjection 


1 
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ſubjection to God; and until evangelical repentance, 
produced under the operation of ſovereign love, 
move him, he will never be willing in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe. “ Son, go work to-day in my vineyard.” 
There is the command, but without power. 1 wil} 

« yot,” ſaith he. There is the rebellion of the ſinner, 
and his wicked anſwer. But afterwards be repented, 
and went. There is the diſplay of divine power, 
and the glorious effect. And he did the will of his 
father. There is the good-will of God, and the obe- 
dience of faith, Never call ſuch a Looking-Glaſs 
'as this, A deſcription of the work of the Holy Gef 
upon the heart; for that bleſſed Spirit had no more 
hand in it than I had: he neyer ſets ſuch unſavoury 
traſh upon Wiſdom's table; nor aggravates the 
appetite of a ſenfible ſinner, pierced with the evil 
arrow of ſpiritual famine, with the ſwine's bully | 
nor with the white of an egg · een 


=, i 
& 


9 FE * To fee a nerſda willing and defirmg 
ee the very things to which, when in his unregenerate ſtate, | 
“ he had the utmoſt averſion z proves the cauſe to be divius, = 

$ and that it could only originate in the will of God: which 


e muſt, of conſequence, prove ſuch a perſon to be loved with 
an everlaſting love,” 


Axsw. Balaam willed and defired to die the death 
of the righteous, and that bis laſt end might he like his. 
But his willing and. deſiring did not originate in the 
good-will of God: 1 5 Was he loved with an ever- 

LY I 
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laſting love; if he had, he would never have ſought 
to enchantments, nor have wiſhed to have curſed the 
heritage of Heaven for money. Many will, deſire, 
and /eek after Chriſt, but to no purpoſe: Ye sHAlI 
ſeek me, and SHALL mot find me, and SHALL die in 
your ſins. Others are deſiring, craving, and ever 
learniog, and yet never able to come to the know. 
ledge of the truth. The willing and deſiring of all 
theſe did not originate in the good-will of God, nor 
were they loved with an everlaſting love. Theſe are 
falſe evidences; and are calculated, and made uſe of 
by Satan to ſettle the ſeeking finner on his native 
lees, that he may reſt in his deſires, ſleep in carnal 
ſecurity, fail of the grace of God, and come ſhort 
of the promiſed reſt. The zitle of Timothy's book 
ſhould have been, Orium ror Foorisn Viroins, 
Such chemical preparations as theſe lulled them to 
. ſleep without oil, till the midnight cry alarmed 
them; and then they went [to thoſe preachers] for 
oil, who had ſo highly approved and extolled their 
lamp: and while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came; and thoſe that pretended to /z/l, as well as 
they that went to 5xy, were both ſhut out. Which 
' ſhews that a /educer does not get ſo nigh the entrance 
of heaven as the ſeduced: the latter came ignorantly 
to the door, knocking, and hoping the beſt ; but the 
former were ſo conſcious of their villnn that they 
dared not ſhew their faces. | 


Quor -» 
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| QuoT.—P. 16. Though an experimental knowledge 
« of the complaints of Chriſtians may be an evidence of a 
« perſon's being taught of God,” &c. 


Answ. The ſenſible ſinner muſt have his com- 


plaints remedied, Timothy; his grievances redreſſed, 
his wounds bound up, and the oi and wine poured 
in, before he will have any ſatisfactory evidence of 
the good Samaritan's love to him. Beware of this 
evidence, Reader : « For when ſinners in Zion are 
« afraid, when fearfulneſs ſurprizeth the hypocrite, 
« and they cry, © Who ſhall dwell with devouring 
te fire? who ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings?”? 
they are as full of complaints as the real Chriſtian, 
and fuller too. 


Quor.—P. 19. Paul was therefore as confident, 
« that with his mind he ſerved the law of God, as with bis 
© fleſh the law of fin; and, notwithſtanding the great op- 
« poſition he met with from his corrupt nature, he found 
« by experience the law of his mind to be an immutable 
« principle, not a mere accidental pe 


Answ. If God had ſent Paul into the field of 
battle to war with his corruptions, equipped with no 
better armour than Timothy deſcribes, Paul had run 
at. uncertainty, and fought ſo as to beat the air. 
But God enlightened Paul, pardoned him, regene- 
rated him, filled him with the Spirit, armed him 

with his whole armour, called him a choſen veſſel, 
told 
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told him he was with him; bleſſed him with the 
abundance of grace, ſtrengthened him by his Spirit's 
might, and renewed him day by day. Ard every 
foul that is ſaved mult experience ſomething of this, 
If his ſoul is raiſed to hope. ButsTimothy's timorous 
foul hath nothing of this; his panoply is a fey 
willings and defirings, which is the armour of Solo- 
mon's fluggard, who defireth, and hath nothing: 
and, ſhould the aforeſaid 7:morons /oul ever be made 
an happy partaker of Paul's grace, he would ſoon 

quit the ſhadow of Timothy's miniſtry, and bleſs 
the God of Heaven for diſcovering ſo dangerous 
a guide. 

Quor.—P. 20. As the will is a leading faculty in 
& the ſoul, ſo a man may be as ſenſible what it is that he 
* wills, as what the thing is that he hears and ſees. And 
ct being ſenſible that no exhortations or convictions can 
dc poſſibly make any real change in the guill, he has an un. 


c . doubted evidence that nothing ſhort of an . power 
« could have effected that change. 


Answ. Tb. bn evidence is not to be 
truſted, friend Timothy. “ The certain man that 
« ſaid to Chriſt, © T will follow thee whitherſoever 
ec thou goeſt, (Luke, ix. 57.) is loſt in the crowd, 
and we hear no more of him. „ All that the 
e Lord hath ſaid, We. 72il! do, and be obedient,” 
1 (Exod. xxiv. 7.) faith Iſrael. But all this amounted 
W271; WW <p God willed Moſes's viſit to Egypt, 
but 
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but Me ſes willed another to go in his room. There 
are wicked men that will good things, and there are 
good men that will bad things. God willed Jonah 
a journey to Nineveh, but Jonah 20i/led a voyage to 
Joppa. God willed the repentance of Nineveh, but 
Jonah willed it's ruin; and ſaid, he did well to be 
angry in the defence of his will. Man's will and 
God's will ſeldom lie ſtraight together. Friend 
Timothy, by his preaching and writings, ville to 
appear a Miniſter: of the Goſpel, and a Guide to 
ignorant ſouls: but the will of God, in ſuffering him 
to preach and write, appears to me to be this, 
That he may diſcover himlelf to be what he really is, 
that God's children may ſee him, and ſhun him; 
and I have no doubt but he will be diſcovered, in 
the end, to many who now flick to him, as well as 
wo me; and that he may be made manifeſt to Iſrael, 


is the fole cauſe of my appearing in the character of 
The Barber. 

Quor.—P. 21. © By the contents of this chapter we 
* are taught to have a particular eye to our wills, There 
* is a neceſſity for this, in order to have a clear Anotoledge 
* of our STATE, Therefore it is of great importance to 
the Chriſtian to underſtand what the will is before rege- 
4+ neration, and the change that then takes place. By this 
means he will difcern as evident a hand of God in his be- 

ing made willing, as in the change which we ſee was 

* made in Paul.“ 


ANsw. 
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 Answ. Here we are informed, that to be willing 


to be delivered from ſin, and with the mind to ſerve 


the law of God, brings a perſon to a clear knowledge 
of bis ſtate, and to an evident diſcernment of the hand 
of God, which will appear as plain as the converſion 
of Paul. I could at this time bring two perfons to 
friend Timothy, who are ſo willing to be delivered 
from ſin, and with the mind to ſerve the law of 
God, that I verily believe they would part with the 
whole world, if they had it, pluck out their own 
eyes, and give them to Timothy, and ſuffer every 
bone in their bodies to be broke on the wheel, for 
one beam of hope; nuch more to be perſuaded 
that the good hand of God is with them, and that 
the goodneſs of their ſtate is as clear as the conver- 
fion of Paul. And I add, that all the above bodily 
ſufferings would be but a flea-bite to what they 
daily feel in their minds: and they are not driven into 
this w:i//5ngneſs to be ſaved by what Timothy calls 
an accidental frame; for they have been thus willing 
for years. One of them has lain at the pool above 
thirty years: it came on the perſon when a child. 
They have puzzled and wearied all the divines that 
they have hitherto conſulted; and, for my part, 1 
ſhould like to ſee Timothy try the validity of this 
evideuce of his upon them. But, alas! they find it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth; 
but of God, who will have mercy on whom he will 
bave mercy. The grand queſtion with them is, not 
= ovbet ber 
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whether they be ſaved 2—this diey: could anſwer» 


without heſitation but it is, whether they may be 


ſaved, or whether God will fave them? Let them 


be perſuaded of this, and the work is done. And I 


bear Timothy record, that he would willingly be a 
partaker of the grace of God; and that he would 
willingly publiſh ſuch a deſcription of it to the world 
as I ſhould not be able to overthrow. This appears 


by his forwardneſs to write; but he cannot deſcribe 


one branch of it, if it were to fave his ſoul: there- 
fore I appeal to him for confirmation of this truth, 


that it is not of him that willeth. 


Quor.—P. 22. « The Chriſtian's will is to be heavenly : 


“ and holy, to ſerve God on earth as thoſe in heaven.“ 


Answ. Many wil] this who are carried down the 


ſtream, and taken captive by Satan at his vill, even 


over the ſtrongeſt convictions, vows, and reſolu- 
tions, the thoughts of which make them howl upon 
their bed. Such a ſoul wants ſomething more than 


a will; he wants to be pardoned and kept by the 


mighty power of God through faith to ſalvation; to 
be renewed in the ſpirit of his mind; and to be at- 
tracted heaven-ward by a ſenſe of Eternal Love, which 


alone can produce heavenly mindedneſs, the effects 


of which are life and peace. This willing, Timothy, 


only leaves the ſinner without the door. Suppoſe a 


man beholds an amiable woman, and would wiſh to 


C make 
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make her his own, his will makes choice of the object, 
and his intenſe deſires go out after her; but will 
this ſatisfy him? Nay, he may will, deſite, deſpair, 
grow ſick, and die of love. What ſuch a lover 
wants, is as large a ſhare of her affections as ſhe hay 
of his, to be put in full poſſeſſion of her perſon by 
marriage, and to have the enjcyment of her without 
| a rival. Even ſo a diſtant view of the heavenly 
Bridegroom made the Pſalmiſt faint, till he was re- 
vealed and applied to his faith. © I had fainted, 
<« unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the 
« Lord in the land of the living.” We cannot be 
ſatisfied with willing Chriſt, but with embracing 
him; not only to chuſe him, but to know that he 
has choſen us. It is not enough to defire him: 
Wiſdom ſays, it is the defire accompliſhed that is 
| feveet to the foul. Yea, there muſt be a mutual af- 
fection; a ſtrong ſenſe of his love to us, as well as a 
| lingering deſire after him, in order to quench the 
flames of jealouſy, which muſt terminate in a rea 
marriage, to have and to hold on both ſides, or 
elſe the poor longing ſoul will be fainting, ſwoon- 
ing, and ſinking, till there be no ſpirit left, as bad 
as the Queen of Sheba, And this God has pro- 
miſed—* As a young man marrieth a virgin, ſo 
e ſhall thy ſons marry thee; and as the bridegroom 
ce rejoiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoice 
ce over thee,” Jai. Ixii. 5. When this is the happy 
and bleſſed caſe, we can lay as the ſpouſe does— 


6c My 
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t My Beloved is mine, and I am his:“ and ſhort 
of this God's Elect will never be ſatisfied. And as 
to Timothy, and the timorous ſoul that he has under- 
taken to guide, it is the blind leading the blind; and, 
without the interference of God the Holy Ghoſt, 
there is no doubt but they will both fall into the 
ditch, 


QuoT.—P. 23. © If the diſtreſſed believer be as ſen< 
te ſible that his temptations cannot alter his fate, or make 
ce the leaſt change in his will, how much would it encourage 
him in his Chriſtian warfare 5 


Answ. The Chriſtian is not likely to be made. 
ſenſible that there is any truth in all this, while he 
ſees how dreadfully temptations have biaſſed the will 
even of the beſt of men: yea, even to make Job 
chuſe ſtrangling ratber than life; and Jeremiab 10 
make no more mention of God, and to fly from his work, 
rather than contend with the fwellings of Jordan; 
and Jonab to be angry even unto death, rather than 
loſe his reputation; and Moſes to be killed out of hand, 
rather than ſee bis wretchedneſs, Numb. xi. 13. 
And I am of opinion, that if friend Timothy had 
ſucceeded and proſpered in the vitriol manufactory 
at Mancheſter, it would have biaſſed bis will; inſo- 
much that the Chriſtian would not have been fa- 
voured with this Looking-Glaſs, nor the timorous ſoul 
with this guide; and it is a thouſand pities that this 


favour was ever conferred at all, 
C 2 | 2 
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Quort.—P. 24. © Some tried ſouls will bring in this 

« objection—< I fear all my ſtrugglings within are only. 

ce occaſioned by an enlightened conſcience, and that I am not 

« made a partaker of a new nature.” I would anſwer, If 

<« this be really the caſe, you never had any real love to 

4 ſpiritual things; and all your attention to any thing of a 
& religious nature has merely ariſen from a fear of hell.” 


Answ, This witneſs is falſe. There may be ſome - 
love to ſpiritual things, where there is not a nezw nature; 
and there may be an attention to things of a religious 
nature, from other motives than the fear of hell. 
« They that heard the word,” which is a ſpiritual 
thing“ and anon received it,” muſt have ſome 
love to it; for love is the root of all joy. Herod, 
zwho heard John gladly; and the Jews, tbat rejuiced 
in his light for a ſeaſon; © attended on things of a 
te religious nature: and ſo far from their attention 
& ariſing merely from the fear of hek, it aroſe 
from nothing bur joy and gladngſs. | 


x Qvor.—P. 24. © If we were as much at an uncer- 

 < tainty about natural things as we are about ſpiritual, a 
< man might be heſitating whether or no he is Poſſeſſed of 

de natural life.“ | 


, 


Aus w. This, reader, i is an honeſt; i ,ingenuous, and 
true confeſſion; and this is all the truth that I have 
found in it, except the Scriptures. That Timothy 
is altogether at an uncertainiy about ſpiritual things, 


appears plain! in * page, and we cannot deny it; 
and 


. 
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and that the timorous ſoul, that follows him, is the 
ſame, appears evident alſo, by his ſuffering himſelf 
to be led by ſo Blind @ guide. But what could em- 
bolden a perſon, at ſuch an uncertainty about ſpiritual 
things, to write a Spiritual Looking-Glaſs for Chriſ- 
tians, a Spiritual Directory for Ignorant Souls, and 
a Deſcription of Spiritual Operations, I cannot 
tel]! I wiſh the timorous foul would leave Timo- 
thy, and follow Paul; for he is at a point. So 
« run I,” ſays Paul, © but not at an uncertainty ; 
« fo fight I, but not like one that beats the air.“ 
Paul ran for the prize, and won it; he fought for 
the crown, and gained it. / 


Qvor.—P. 26. „ Many, who are troubled with ner- 
« vous diſorders, are diſconſolate ; and aſcribe that horror 
« and dread which they feel to the want of faith, which is 
really brought on by the want of health.“ 


| Answ, When Chriſt and the ſoul are in com- 
fortable union, the ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain bis 
infirmity ; but a wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ 
take it, that horror and dread are brought en, more 
for the want of God's comfortable preſence than by 
the want of bodily health. If the C-4 of all come 
fort is with the believer, he wil not be afraid of 
* the terror by night, nor of the arrow that fleeth 
* by day; no, nor of the. peſtilence that walketh in 
« darkneſs, nor of the deſtruction that waſteth at 
© noon-day,” | e 
WO 3 Q vor. 
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- Quor.—P. 26, „How inconſiſtent would it be for 4 


« man, in a hard froft in January, to imagine it will be froſt 
and ſnow in June, and all the year round?” 


Axsw. If God awakens the north wind of the Law 
(Cong iv. 16.) againſt a ſinner, and brings on him 
the cold damp of eternal death, and the dread of 
damnation, he has no ground to believe that the 
wind will ever change. And ſure I am, that ſuch 
a ſou] is deeply convinced that, whether the tres 
fall toward the north, or toward the ſouth, (whether 

under the Law, or under the Goſpel) where the tree 
falleth, there it ſhall be, Eccleſ. xi. 3. As death 
leaves the ſinner, judgment finds him: But“ if the 
ec warm ſouth wind blows on the heart, and the 
te graces of the Spirit are produced and begin to 


“ flow out, the poor ſoul will be able “ to prove 


« his own work; and then he will have rejoicing 


e in himſelf alone, and not in another,” (Gal. vi. 


4.) much leſs in this nonſenſe of Timothy's, who is 
at ſuch an uncertainty about ſpiritual things as to be 
at 2 point in e 


' Quor,—?P. 26. © Nothing is more common with ſome, 
& when they experience an hard and unrelenting frame of 
& heart, than to begin immediately to draw the moſt gloomy 
&« concluſions; as if this difficulty was never to be removed, 
< and that they ſhould never experience a happier frame to 


* their dying moments: whereas the frome itſelf, if under- 
„ ſtnod, would make a man expect a more agreeable ſeaſon, 
„ I hy — of ſuch a TO oY : 


7 5 5 1 . 
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Answ. An bard and unrelenting frame of heart is 
eaſily underſtood by rhoſe who are plagued with it: 
nor can a poor awakened ſinner ſee ground to ex- 
pect a better ſeaſon; for he knows that « God hath 
© mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom 
« he will he hardeneth.“ Therefore there is juſt 
cauſe to complain of ſuch a frame. A meek and 
lowly Saviour, and an hard and unrelenting heart, 
can enjoy no union or communion. Beſides, ſuch 
a ſinner knows, that to be given up to hardneſs of 
heart is the infallible mark of a reprobate; that, 
except they repent, they muſt periſh; and that thoſe 
who are brought into the bond of the Covenant, 
have the ſtony heart removed, and an heart of fleſh 
given; yea, a new. heart and a new ſpirit: and, till 
this is done, they can have no aſſurance of their 
life. This is the cauſe of their complaint, Ti- 
mothy; and for a miniſter to endeavour to ſet a 
ſinner down contented with an hard impenitent 
heart, is aſſiſting the father of hes, and doing the 
work of a devil. | 


QuoT,—P. 27. © The reaſon why perſons give way ts 
e ſuch ſuſpicions, is not on account of their want of love to 
* religion, but ignorance of the nature of it.” 


 Answ. I think, the reaſon. that ſuch ſouls give 
way to ſuch ſuſpiciogs is the © want of love to real 
0 g religion;” for love beareth all things, believeth 
L 4 | e 
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ec all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things; 
« and charity never faileth.” While this love to 
religion is enjoyed, there is no room for ground- 
leſs ſuſpicions. But Timothy tells us, that it is be- 
ing ignorant of the nature of love that makes the 
ſinner /u/peF. Love, whether to religion or a carnal 
object, is fo predominant a paſſion, that there are 
none that are ſmitten with it who are ignorant of 
the nature of it. The firſt Divine impreſſion that 
is ever made on a ſoul within the bond of the Cove- 
nant, is pardoning love; nor can a ſinner ever 
be perſuaded that his ſtate is good, till this be 
enjoyed: for they know that the Ele& are loved 
with an everlaſting love, and with loving kindneſs 
they are drawn to Chriſt; and, until union with 
Chriſt takes place, they ate in their ſin, and with- 
out Chrift in the world. The former quotation 
was intended to ſet the ſinner down contented with 
an impenitent heart; and this latter is to ſettle him 
in a cold one. Pay no regard to this blind Timothy, 
reader. A cold heart is a bad ſign: Becauſe 
e iniquity ſhall abound, the love of many ſhall 
« wax cold; but he that endureth to the end, the 
« ſame ſhall be ſaved.” Timothy may ſettle thee, 
\ ſwaddle thee, plaiſter thee, and bolſter thee, as 
much as he will, in thy lute-warm fate, and thou 
mayeſt love to have it ſo: © Nevertheleſs, I have 
* ſomewhat againſt thee,” ſaith the Lord Jeſus 
|; Chi, $ becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love. 
| ow Remember, 
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« Remember, therefore, from whence thou art 
« fallen, and repent, and do thy firſt works; or 
« elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
« move thy candleſtick out of his place, except 
« thou repent,” Rev. ii. 4, 5. This text looks 
hard at Jeroin Street; and if that candleſtick ſtands 
commendable before God, with ſuch a light as 
Timothy in it's ſocket, the Lord hath never ſpoken 
by me. © If the eye of the preacher be evil, rhe- 


© whole body that he preaches to muſt be full of 
9 darkneſs.” 


QuorT.—P. 27. « We. never 4 ire to live under the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, till our natures are re- 
« newed.” 


Answ. This 1s another falſe evidence. The fooliſh 
virgins defired, begged, and ſought, the anointing 
undtion of the Holy Spirit, when they were as far 
from being renewed as our friend himſelf. Every 
convinced and convicted finner, who fits under the 
Goſpel, defires this; and yet he is not renewed till 
after regeneration is paſſed on him. Paul places 
renewing after regeneration; but, according to his 
' mercy, * he ſaved us by the waſhing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing * the Holy Ghoſt,” Tit. 


111, 5 


Qvor a; 28, © Therefore it is evident, when ne 
* kind of natural amuſcments will yield content, and no- 
&« thing 
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thing but eri pleaſures are ſought e ſuch perſons 


* * muſt have taſted that the Lord is gracious.” 


Answ. This 1s another falſe evidence. The pro. 
foundeſt hypocrites on the frontiers of hell have 
gone five ſteps farther than this evidence: they 
« weie enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly 


et gift, and were made partakers' of the Holy 
<< Ghoſt, and have raſed of the good word of God, 
4 and [Zafted] the powers of the world to come; 


& and yet fall away, ſo as not to be renewed again 
4 unto repentance,” Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. A man that 
js ſtarving with hunger, or famiſhing with thirſt, 
cannot be kept from periſhing by z9/ing; he muſt 
eat, ſwallow down, digeſt, and concoct, or die: ſo 
taſting will not ſave the foul. © Verily, verily, I 
& ſay unto you, except ye eat the fleſh of the Son 


cc of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
de you,” John, vi. 53. Chriſt muſt be eaten, and 


lived upon, as the only food, nouriſhment, and life, 


of the ſoul. The atoning blood of Chriſt is a glo- 


rious balm and banquet for a wounded conſcience; 
the fulieſs of bis grace a choice entertainment for a 


ſtarving mind; and his everlaſting righteouſneſs as 


ſweet a morſel to a ſelf-condemned ſoul: and that 
thoſe poor ſinners know, who have been long ſpend- 


-ing money for that which is not bread, and their labour 


for that which ſatisfieth not, Iſa. lv. 2. Witneſs 
. who buy Timothy's books. 


Quo 
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 QuoT.—P. 29, © Satan underſtands better how to 
& perplex and diſtreſs the Chriſtian, than the believer 
& knows how to defend himſelf. The old proverb is re- 
« peatedly verified, He will diſtreſs where he cannot 
« deſtroy.” And, being a cunning adverſary, he underſtands 
i where, and in what part, to attack the unwary ſaul.” 


Answ. This witneſs is true. And ſurely there 
never was a more ſtupendous exhibition of the cun- 
ning of Satan, than in the performance now under 

" conſideration. The title- page, A Looking-Glafs for 
Chriſtians, and A Guide for Timorcus Souls; is as 
compleat a net as could poſſibly be ſer at the mouth 
of the hole, to excite the unwary to crawl into the 
burrow. Many weak and unwary ſouls underſtand 
ſomething of Satan's violent rage, and fiery darts. 
But, when he is transformed into an angel of light, 
the poor ſoul has little or no ſuſpicion of him: and, 
when he appears in a miniſter, transformed into the 
likeneſs of a miniſter of righteouſneſs, Satan is leſs 
ſuſpected ſtill; and when he publiſhes to the Church 
at large A Guide for Timorous Souls, it appears an 

impoſſibility that the devil ſhould deal in what are 
called Chriſtian evidences. This is an a!tack upon 
the unwary, where Satan would never be once 
ſuſpefted. Nevertheleſs, even this branch of manu- 
factory is carried on by the father of lyes—for I will 
inſiſt upon it, that there is not one real, ſound, true 
evidence, fairly ſtated, cleared, or proved, in both 
the 


* 
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the Volumes. Any perſon is at full liberty to take 
up his pen, and prove me a /iar,-if he can: I ſhall 
never be at a loſs to defend my aſſertion, while I 


can read the Bible. 


QuoT.—P. 29; But how much does the true Chriſtian 
« differ from theſe? Becauſe he enjoys not that comfort 
his foul deſires, he ſuſpects his flate. But could he be in- 
« dulged with the light of God's countenance, this would be 
ec more to him than all the world.” - 


Answ. A dgſire to enjoy the light of God's coun- 
tenance, does not make a man to differ from the 
worſt of hypocrites. Every deſpairing ſinner, hat 
lies at the head of every ſtreet, like. a wild bull in a 
net, full of the fury and rebuke of the Lord, deſires 
this; Cain himſelf not excepted: © Behold thou haft 
« driven me out this day from the face of the earth; 
« and from thy face ſhall T be hid; and I ſhall be a 
&« fugitive and a vagabond in the earth,” &c. 
Sen. iv. 14. This evidence is a falſe one, Timothy. 
Many deſire God's countenance, and ſeek him too, 
who will never find him: Ze ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall 
not find me; and where I am, ihither ye cannot come. 


QvoT.—P. 29. © Shall thoſe, then, ſuſpect themſelves, 
«© who are overwhelmed with the fear of not having true grace, 
« when nothing under heaven could afford them any pleaſure, 
ce jn compariſon of that of being aſſured of their intereſt in 
e Chrift? This frame is a "Oe proof that Chri wad is precious 


« fe them.” 


A NSW. 
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Axsw. In this quotation we have glaring ef. 
contradictions, and palpable falſhoods. The firſt con- 
tradidtion is this: that perſons are not to ſuſpe# 
themſelves, though they be overwhelmed with fear 
that they have not true grace, The other contra- 
diction is: they have no aſſurance of intereſt, and yet 
they have @ poſitive proof that Chriſt is precious. 
I think the ſoul that is overwhelmed with the fear of 
being a graceleſs profeſſer, . inſtead of ſuch a frame 
being a poſitive proof that Chriſt is precious as a 
Saviour, he is driven to entertain hard thoughts of 
him, as an angry Judge. Beſides, Eſau was over- 
whelmed with fear of not having the bleſſing of 
grace; but this was no politive proof of his title ta 
it, much leſs poſſeſſion of it, © for he was rejected, 
© and found no place of repentance, though he 
ee ſought it carefully with tears.” Souls that can 
take no pleaſure in the world, nor in the church, 
are halting ſinners: they halt, not only between two 
opinions, but between two ſenſations. They can 
take no pleaſure in the world, becauſe of an accuſing 
and condemning conſcience; nor in the houſe of 
God, becauſe of unbelief. Fear, terror, and tor- 
ment, attend 'them in the company . of the world; 
and rebuke, reproof, and trembling, in the congre- 
eation of the righteous. And ſure I am, that ALI 
SUCH POOR SINNERS Will agree with me in this, 
that Timothy tells Hes in the name of the Lord; 
for ſouls overwhelmed with fear, and deſtitute of 


intereſt, 
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intereſt, have no poſitive proof that Chriſt is eur 
to them. 


QuoT.—P. 30. A thorough perſuaſion that we are 
cc in a frame of mind that no unregenerate man in the world 
& ever was in, is a proof of our being born of God.” 


Axsw. This is another falſe evidence. The Wiſe 
Man ſays, that the fool rages, and is confident: and 
yet he is not born of God; if he was, God would 
not call him a fool. Thoſe who ſaid, Stand by 
« thyſelf, come not near to me, for I am holler 
* than thou;” were perſuaded that they had got 

ſuch a frame of holineſs as nobody elſe had, and yet 
they were nothing but 2 ſmoke in God's noſe. The 
 Phariſee was perſuaded in the Temple, that he had 
got ſuch a frame of mind as 'other men had not, nor 
even the Publican; and he thanked God for it: ne- 
vertheleſs, the Publican went down to his houſe juſti- 
fied; and the other, with his excellent frame, werit 
home debaſed, like an ignorant, proud, boaſting 
devil, as he was. Job's hypocrite went a great deal 
farther than Timothy's Chriſtian; for he was ſo 
fully perſuaded that he excelled the world in his frame 
of mind, that his excellency touched the heavens; 
but all came to nothing. The joy of the hypo- 

ce crite is but for a moment. Though his excellency 
© mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto 
the clouds, yet he ſhall periſh for ever, like his 
ce Own dung. They that have ſeen him, ſhall ſay, 

« Where - 
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« Where is he?” Job,: xx. 6, 7. This is the end 
of his excellent frame; and his perſuaſi on or confidence 
ſhares the ſame fate: His confidence ſhall be rooted. 
ce out of his na 0s and it ſhall bring him to the 
60 oy of terrors. Fob, xviil. 14. 


. 1 But 8 change be thus evi- 
dent, how often does that ſuſpicion creep in, and ſpoil 
« all! Is it a ſaving one? It muſt be a ſaving one, when 
« it is attended with ſuch concomitants as are not poſſible to 
« be found a. nong any of the unregenerate.“ 


Axsw. Saul had brighter evidences by far than any 
that Timothy has ſet before his Timorous Soul. He 
was changed, but his change was not a ſaving one. 
His houſe was emptied, ſwept, and garniſhed, in ſuch 
a manner as Timothy's Chriſtian (here deſcribed) 
never was. He was anointed of the Lord; turned 
into another man; had another heart given to him; 
the Spirit of God came upon him; he propheſied 
among the prophets; the Lord was with him; the 
Lord touched the hearts of them that favoured his 
cauſe, and followed him; and the Lord wrought: 
falvation for Iſrael by him—which are ſuch concomi- 
tants attending the change, as'are not to be found in 
Timothy's Timorous Soul, according to his deſcrip- 
tion of him. And as to his troubles and complaints, 
he had as many of theſe as Timothy can deſcribe. 
He knew the hiding of God's countenance; God left 
bim, and be knew it, Fle underſtood foul diſtreſs; 

5 | he 
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he was ſorely diſtreſſed on the account of it. He was 
inured to temptation, and the buffetings of Satan; 


an evil. ſpirit troubled him, tempted him, and haunted 


him: he knew what it was to have his prayer fhut 


out; he got no anſwer From God, neither by dream, 
by urim, nor by ' prophet. All which is going a 
great deal farther than Timothy leads his Chriſtian; 
and, after all, being given up of God, he fled to the 
Witch of Endor, and fell by his own ſword. O, 


Timothy! you dig 4 pit far your friends, Job, vi. 
27. 
 Quor.—P. 31. ©* Thoſe who are ſavingly taught, ſee 


t an intereſt in Chriſt to be of ſuch infinite importance, that 
the very ſſpicion of a miſtake is intolerable.“ | 


Aysw. Balaam ſaw this, who was never ſavingly 


taught, though he /a and ne more than friend 


Timothy ever did. He ſaw the need of intereſt in 
Chriſt Let me die the death ef the righteous; and 
the ſuſpicion of having none was intolerable. Mo 
ſpall live when God daes this? I ſhall ſee bim, but uot 
noro; 1 ſhall bebold him, but not nigh. Multitudes 
will ſee an intereſt in Chriſt to be of infinite impor- 


' tance, and their rejection to be intolerable, as well 


as Timothy's Chriſtian's. © Many, I fay unto 
cc you, will ſeek to enter * and ſhall not be 


cc able. 4 


1 
, 


QvorT. ' 
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Qvor.—P. 31. „ But when he is in the bottom, he 

te never imagines all the ground he has to travel over will be 

te thus low. Experience teaches the traveller, that though 

« he be now thus lot in the valley, he yet ſhall ſoon be on 
« the riſing ground again,” 


Answ. Our friend does not ſeem to underſtand: 
the myſtical hills and dales of the narrow way. 
The Chriſtian that is in the bo07tom, or low in the 
valley, is where he would ever wiſh to be, while ori 
this ſide Paradiſe; for he knows, that when Chriſt 
withdraws from the palm- tree, he is ſure to go DOWN 
into the garden. When the towering cedars are torn 
with violent winds, the dwarf ſhrubs in the valleys 
are undiſturbed. * The man that rides upon the 
« red horſe ſtands among the myrtle-trees that are 
« jn the BOTTOM,” Zech. i. 8. 


Quor.—P. 36. David had experienced the powerful 
© teaching of the Holy Spirit; whereby he had not only 
“ ſeen the Truth, but had felt the power of it upon his 
& heart: a ſure criterion of his being intereſted in all the 
&« bleflings of ſalvation.“ 


Axsw. That David was intereſted in all the 
bleſſings of ſalvation, none will deny: but, if our 
friend Timothy doth not deſcribe this power, how is 
his poor timorous ſoul to know the difference be- 
tween thoſe who are bleſſed with a ſaving power, 
and thoſe who are made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt; 

D 1 85 have 
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have tafted the good word of God, and the pownns of 
the world 4 to come, and yet fall away? Heb. vi. 4, 5. 


88 36. „ We do not find any of King Sauls 

. exprefſions which intimate any thing of this nature; yet 
© he was a man of great ſpirit, and appears to have had great 
courage and ſkill; for he had a heart given him to defend 
« the kingdom by the ſword : but any inreads or encroach- 


et ments made on the worſhip of God, ſeemed not to affett bin. 
* ä he cared for none of theſe things.” 


Ausw. This i is not all true of King Saul. He 
proclaimed a faſt to the Lord, when he had wrought 
' a great ſalvation for Iſrael; he rebuked his whole 
army for ſinning againſt God in eating with the blood 
and was ſo enraged at the devil's inroads and en- 
croachments upon the land of Iſrael, that he cut off 
' thoſe that had familiar ſpirits, and wizzards, out of 
the land, except the Witch of Endor: and all this 
in his zeal for God; who faith, Thou ſpalt not ſuffer 
a witch to, live. But when his 'zeal for religion 
was blown over, and he was given up to deſpera- 
tion, he was as furious againſt the prieſts of the 
Lord as he was formerly againſt the wizzards. How- 
ever, in this act, he did more execution with the 
ſword of war, than our friend is likely to do with the 
ſword of the Spirit. hs 


Qpor.— Page 36. « David's heart is ſeen in his lan- 
e guage. © One thing have I de/ired of the Lord, that will 


tn I feet 


* I [eek after, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord all 
« to enquire in his temple.” 


Axsw. This evidence will not do, friend Timo» 
thy. David's faith, the pardon and forgiveneſs of 
David's fins, David's broken and contrite ſpirit, his 
godly ſorrow, and genuine repentance, are all left 
out; all which are eſſential to ſalyation. Sinners 


mult believe, or be damned; be. forgiven, er die in 


their fins; be brought to contrition, or no Chriſt 
in the heart; to a godly ſorrow, or no /pirituek 
birth; to repent, or periſh. Deligbting and en- 
© quiriag in God's ſanctuary, is no ſaving evidence, 
 Hypocrites may do this, as well as the righteous; and 
many have done it who will never be ſaved. © Yet 
e they ſeck me daily, and delight to know my ways, 
te as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook 
ce not the ordinance of their God: they aſk of me 
e the ordinances of juſtice z they take a delight in 
« approaching to God, Ja. lvili. a. 


Quor. —Þ. 37. © If wwe had eyes given us to ſee what 
David ſau, we ſhould not be rm to hear a king 
« ſpeak in ſun @ ſtrain,” 


Axsw. True, f friend Timothy: but God has not 
given you eyes to ſee, nor ears to hear, nor an heart 
to underſtand, to this day. This humble acknow- 


ledgment, and ingenuous confeſſion, of yours, con- 
ed fm; 
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« the days of my life, to behold the delights of the Lord, and 
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firms what I have ſaid, and muſt ſay of you, that 
you are too blind a guide to lead a timorous ſoul, 
How great, then, muſt the preſumption of that - 


- perſon be, who aſſumes the office of a leader and 
"paſtor; who affects to be a far in the hand of the 


Saviour, a candle in the Lord's houſe, a burning and 
ſhining light in the heavens of grace; who writes 
Comments on the Scriptures, Spiritual Magazines 


for the Church at large, Looking-Glaſſes for Saints, 
and Way-Marks for Timorous Souls? And at the 


ſame time confeſſes, that if he was as much at an 
« uncertainty in natural things as he is in ſpiritual 
cc. things, he might heſitate whether he had any 
& perſonal exiſtence or no.” And here he tacitly 
owns, that God has not given him eyes to ſee; and 
yet endeavours 10 let his light ſhine before men. © If 
« the light that is in thee be darkneſs,” according 
to your own confeſſion, © how great is that dark- 
8 neſs?” Matt. vi. 23: 75 


Min; 38. 10 Saul did not fe that in which Got 
& delighted: "i 


© Answ. Yes, he did: he ſaw that God delighted 
in righteouſneſs, and that God delighted in his 
ſaints. “And Saul lifted up his voice and wept ; 
ce and he ſaid to David, Thou art more righteous 
& than I. And now behold, I know that thou ſhalt 


« ' Surely be king, and that the kingdom of Ifracl 


ce ſhall 
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te ſhall be efabliſhed in thine hand. Bleſſed be thou, 
i my ſon David, thou ſhalt both do great things, 


« and alſo ſhalt till prevail,” 1 Sam. 24th and 26th 
chapters. 


Quor. —ÞP, N ©« Samuel's company was lightly eſ- 
e teemed by Saul, 7 | 


1 


Axsw. Thisis al by Saule lgting his ſoul 
in the hand of the devil himſelf to obtain the com- 
pany even of the ſpeFre, or phantom, of Samuel. 
And ſo far was Saul from Iightly. eſteeming Samuel 
in his life-time, that he was almoſt deſperate when 
he forſook him, and cleaved to David, 


Quor,—P, Iz 7 When the kingdom was ſecured to 
« himſelf, Samuel might retire to any place he pleaſed.” 


Answ. This appears plain, by Saul's waiting for 
Samuet ſeven days; and his running the riſque of 
God's diſpleaſure in forcing . himſelf to offer an 
offering becauſe he came not, 1 Sam. chap. 13. 


_ Quor,—P., 40 and 41. © Two perſons ſhall come from 
« the ſame habitation to the worſhip of God: their religious 


« ſentiments alike, but their ſouls as different as life and 


6 death. The heart of one breathing this language A 
« ſoul thir/ts for God! The other moves on toward the 


« place with no more principle than the door on it's hinges... 


«. And can we bchold this without glancing at the aſtaniſh- 
* ing cauſe? Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, 
D 3 ee 
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& even he ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs of the Lord. 
& Indeed, thoſe who attend not minutely to the cauſe, negle& 
c“ giving glory to God; and while they indulge a ſelfiſh 
& principle in being deſirous of enjoying comfort, and at the 
& ſame time regardleſs how. God is conſidered and glorified, 
& their comforts are diminiſhed 5 their unſcri ptural con- 
c duct. as 


Answ. Here is a hiſtory and a. myſtery! The 
hiſtory is % perſons, from one houſe, coming to 
| worſhip God: their ſentiments are alike; but they 
differ as much as life and death. The one thirſfts 
for God, who is the God of all comfort: the other 


indulges a ſelfiſh principle in being defirous of enjoying 
comfort, which is thirfting for God. The living 
man, who thirſts for God, is one who o}/erves the/c 
things; the dead man, who is deſirous of enjoying 
comfort, is regardleſs how God is conſidered and glo- 
ried. The living man is approved, as attending 
minutely to the cauſe. The dead man, who has no 
more principle than the door on it's hinges, is charged 
with indulging a /e principle. The firm con- 
cluſion is, the living man underſtands the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, and the, dead man has his 
comforts diminiſhed by bis unſcriptural conduct; all 
\ which amounts to this: the fr/* is taught to knorw 

what loving-kindnefs is, and the ſecond lofes fome part. 
of the loving-kindneſs that he has enjoyed. And 
new we are called upon to diſcern the difference 


between theſe twa men, and to glance at the aſto- 
e 
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niſbing cauſe. For my part, as far as I can diſcern, 
taking all the circumſtances together, I ſhould 
chooſe the ſtate of the dead man. 


QuorT.—-P. 41. There is ſcarcely any thing in 
& which true Chriſtians differ more evidently from common 
(e profeſſors, than in y this their attendance on publrek wor- 


7 


Answ. This is a falſe evidence. The fooliſh and 
wiſe virgins, took each of them their lamps, and 
went forth together to meet the bridegroom. They 
ſlumbered and ſlept together till the midnight cry 
was made, and' then all thoſe virgins, fooliſh as 
well as wiſe, roſe together in order to trim their 
lamps; theſe all attended the publick worſhip of 
God together; and the difference was ſo evident be- 
tween the wiſe and the fooliſh, as Timothy ſays, 
that none but God who ſearcheth the heart could 
diſcern it. Judas attended publick worſhip as 
well as the apoſtles, and the difference was ſo evi- 
dent between him and the reſt, that they knew not 
till the laſt hour who the traitor was, nor even then, 
till Chriſt gave him the ſop. 


Qvor.—P. 41, The unregenerate having never felt 
ce their] /o/f condition by nature, or diſcerned the worth of 
& ſpiritual things, will evidently appear to be poſſeſſed of 
„ none of thoſe motives which influence the true be- 
& liever,” : 
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| * Cain, Judas, and Balaam, felt their loſt 
condition; and the latter diſcerned the worth of 
ſpiritual things. —To die the death of the righteous, 
Which is dying ir. faith and peace, and to have one's 
laſt end like their's, which is ſalvation and glory; — 
all theſe are ſpiritual things, and Balaam difcerned 
them as ſuch, and deſired them too; but it was 
| no more an evidence to him of his obtaining them, 
than 77m.'s laſt evidence is to his timorous ſoul that 
he is a chriſtian ; and the different motives which 
influence the poſſeſſor and profeſſor, will be juſt as 
eaſily diſcerned by a weak believer, as the difference 
there was in the ſoil of the fony and good ground, 
until the ſun /corcbes the one, and ripers the other, 
The timorous ſoul thinks as a child, and under- 
ſtands as a child, and conſequently believes every 
word ; and while this is the caſe, ſuch as Timothy 
may guide them, and lead them where they pleaſe; 
but when they' become men in underftanding, and 
able to judge even of their -own ſelves, what is 
right, then they condemn their blind guides out of 
their own mouths, and fly from them as they 
would from a ſerpent, * 


QvorT,—P. 40. © As it is by the difference there is in 
e the complexion of men, that we are able to di/tinguiſh one 
"6 man from another; ſo there is ſomething i in every an 
WL whereby we may form a dh ed of what ſpirit nk is. | 


* 


- 


 Answ, A man may be known ſometimes by his 
ſpeech, as well as by his complexion ; and we can 
judge better of his ſpirit by his words, than by the 
colour of his hair. I have ere now (bleſſed be God 
for eye · ſight) ſeen a world of darkneſs and confuſion 
under a white wig; and I have ſeen the haunt of a 
lying ' ſpirit, by a train of falſe evidences. A good 
man out of the good treaſure of his heart, brings 

forth good things, and an evil man, from an ov 
treaſure, evil things. © O!] generation of vipers, 
faith the Saviour, © how can ye, being evil, ſpeak | 
good things; for out of the abundance of the 
ec heart the mouth ſpeaketh.“ Matth. X11. 34. But 
I know that there is not in every timorous ſoul this 
judgment; and therefore it is my defire- © to be 
* eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame;” (Job 
xxix. 15.) and that hy making uſe of my eyes and 
legs, they may /ee a blind guide, aun run ROW 
him, 


QuorT.—P, 42 and 43. „It would appear ſingular, to 
<« ſee a man attend a market regularly, and to go a conſider- 
& able diſtance from his habitation, and we ſenſible at the 
s ſame time that he had not the leaſt proſpect either to up 
« or ſell, nor had any particular end in view; yet ſuch, un- 
te accountable folly is common among * Vors.“ 


Answ. I do not believe that any man would 
attend this market of Timothy's who had no end 


in view : many go to market not with any proſpect 
either 
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either of Buying or ſelling, Some go to meet their 
friends, and others to know the price of things, and 
ſome for the fake of company, and others to ſee and 
be ſeen, and- fome perhaps for nathing elſe but 
to ſpend a market penuy. Nor do | believe that 
there are any profeſſors guilty of ſuch unaccountable 
folly—as to have no particular end in view in all 
their profeſſion, Some go to ſhew their new 
cloaths, others to ſhew their beauty; ſome who 
love money had rather ſpend an hour in God's houſe 
than ſpend it in an ale-houſe, becauſe of expence; 
fome go to meet ſweethearts, and others to pick up 
buſineſs ; ſome to hear an organ, others to hear 
finging ; ſome make a profeſſion to get a profeſſing 
wife that has found favour in their eyes; ſome ta 
* pacify an evil conſcience, others to merit heaven by . 
what they call a diſcharge of their duty; and others, 
as the Saviour ſays, 1 be ſeen. of men; and ſome 
will attend the worſhip of God for nothing ele but 
os loaves and Hſbes. 


Qvor. —Þ. 43. There is beacons, th in which men 
« 1 '/o irrationally as in religion.“ 


Arsw. This is a real truth For men that are 
aſleep i in their ſins to aſſume the office of watch- 
men, and to ſound an alarm to the carnally ſecure; 
for a dead man to hold forth the word of life; for 


one that has not eyes given him to ſee, to under take 
; the 
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the guidance of ſouls to heaven, where millions 


have loſt their way; and for men at an utter ancer- 
tainty about ſpiritual things, to deſcribe the operations 


of God on the ſouls of his Saints, which have puz- 
zled thouſands that have felt the deepeſt ſenſations 
under them, is afing ſo irrationally as one would 
think none could but lunaticks and ideots; and 
yet many do act this irrational part, mo at the 
peril of their ſouls, | 5 


Qvor.—P. 43. A man will not apply to a phyficram 
« unleſs he be neceſſitated ; he will not part with his t/ma 
« or money without ſome motive; if, through miſtake, he 
« does this once, it ſhall ſuffice, he wiſhes not to repeat 


his folly: but how many poor carnal creatures continue 


« their folly year after year, and without any conviction 


« of either folly or danger! Men who are poſſeſſed of 


great abilities in natural things, yet will continue from 


« youth to old age in this folly ; and this is not the caſe 


« of ſome who are ſingular ; but they are particular and ſin- 
t gular perſons, who act rationally in this important part 
*« of their conduct: important it is, for what part of a 


« man's conduct will be attended with ſuch eternal con- 


* ſequences 8 


ANsw. Here, Wader is another bifary, and an- 
other myſtery. Here is a man who a#s in nothing 
ſo irrationally as in religion; he continues his folly: 
year after year, without any convictions either of folly 


or danger ; this man is endowed with great natural- 
| abilities, 


— 


WWW. 
abilities, and he continues from youth to old age 
in this folly; and this is not the caſe of ſome who 
are ſingular, but of particular and fingalar perſons, 
who act rationally in this important part of conduct. 
Our difficulty, reader, in this myftery, lies in 
this: To find out the difference between the caſe 
of ſome perſons who are ſingular, and that of particu- 
ler and ſingular perſons: the next difficulty is, to find 
out how a perſon who acts ſo irrationally in religion, 
as he does in nothing elſe, can act ſo RaTIONALLY 
in this important part of bis conduct, which is reli- 
| gion, and which 1s, according to Timothy” s account, 
going from year's end to year's end without any 
fenſe of his folly. In the firſt five Pages, Timothy 
| loft both his Chriſtian and his timorous ſoul ; and 
In theſe laſt five pages he ſeems, like Abraham's ram, 
to be hung by the horns. However, I have not 
loft fight of my friend, though he has " ſight of 
hunſelf. 


* 


Qvor.—P. 43. This, however, renders it the more 
< eaſy to diſtinguiſh between the Farmal .and the ”_ 
vc werldipper,” | 


Axsw. we muſt pay particular attention to this, 
reader, that we may live and learn. The difference 
between an irrational worſhipper, who is rational in 
bis worſhip , and between ſome perſons who are fin- 
gular, and. ſingular per ſons; make it eaſy to diſtin- 
ouiſh berween the formal and the fincere ſoul. This 

| muſt 


# 
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muſt paſs for another andoubted evidence to Timo- 


thy” 8 Chriſtian; and to us an undoubted evidence | 


of the author's uncertainty in en things. 


8 44. « Worſpip is a kind of fouch-ſtone ; in 
and by this may be perceived who thoſe are that worſhip 


ce in the Spirit, and who thoſe are that are /ecure in * 
ce form.” 


Axsw. This is no criterion, Timothy. Judas, 


* 


Demas, Alexander the copperſmith, Phygellus 


Hermogenes, and Hymeneus, theſe were not ſe- 


cure in a form, nor did they worſhip God in the 


Spirit; they preached, prayed, and worſhipped with 


ſpiritual gifts, and yet were nothingbut outer- 


court worſhippers : nor 1s it a matter to be fo ea- 
fily diſcerned by the weak and timorous, I mean 


the difference between men of great ſpiritual gifts, 


and men of real ſpiritual grace. 


QuoT.—P. 44. Many who underſtand by experi- 


« ence ſomething of David's frame, yet are timorous, and 


« fear to conclude themſelves true worſhippers.” 


ANsw. And there is cauſe enough for it. For 


frames, under a ſenſe of fin and wrath, as well as 
the ſaints ; and that the way-ſide hearers have had 
their joyful and zealous frames; and ſuch frames 


as 


- 


we ſee clearly in the word of God, that deſpairing 
hypocrites have had their horrible and terrible 
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as theſe paſs current in our days among many 
preachers and profeſſors for the genuine experience of 
a work of grace, though we know it is not that ex- 
perience that worketh hope: for the experience of 


pardon, of godly ſorrow, of repetitance, and of a 
broken and contrite heart, is not to be found in it. 


Quor.—P. 44. © I would recommend it to ſuch t 
Ec take particular notice he impoſſible it is for unregenerate 
* men, though zealous for the form of religion, to 
* worſhip God in the Spirit, as they evidently ſee Chri- 
« ſtians worſhip; and to obſerve that nothing ſhort of & 
„ real change-can fit carnal men for worſhipping God.” 


Answ. This will produce no ſatisfactory evi- 
dence, friend Timothy. Many made this a crite- 
rion reſpecting the ſtate of the Sardine church: 
they took particular notice of her worſhip and 
worſhippers; and they thought, as Timothy does, 
that nothing ſhort of a real change could fit them 
for ſuch worſhip as ſhe paid to God, and they 
Judged her to be a warm, zealous, and lively church, 
and ſpread her fame and. name far and near as ſuch, 
but they were all wrong: © And unto the angel 
+ in the church of Sardis, write, Theſe things faith 
te he that hath the ſeven ſpirits of God, and the ſeven 
de ſtars: I know thy works, that thou haſt a name 
e that thou liveſt, and art dead.” Rev. iii. 1. And 
as this was her real ſtate, it is plain that her ob- 
ſervers and admirers, who ſpread her fame, muſt be 

| as 
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as deſtitute of light as ſhe was of life, or as Blind as 
ſhe was dead. Beſides, it is not every babe in 
grace that can ſee the difference that there is be- 
tween thoſe who worſhip God in the Spirit, and 
thoſe who worſhip with only Spiritual gifts: the 
one is a feep, the other is nothing but a wolf in a 
ſneep's ſkin. We have a great number of preach- 
ers and profeſſors in London, who paſs for ſpiritual 
worſhippers among many ſimple ſouls; and I think 
we ſhall have no ſmall harveſt if a third part of 
them are found at laſt to be of the highly- favoured 
number that worſhip God in ſpirit aud in truth. 


QuoT.—P. 45. The underſtandings: of ſuch are 
* not only dark, but their internal frame of heart i is al- 
« together unfit for ſuch an exerciſe.” 


Ae This is not 3 che ftony ground and 
thorny ground hearers, heard the word, and with 
joy received it, and ſprung up into a profeſſion 
ſuddenly, and their frames carried them on ſo ra- 
pidly that they outrun all the reſt, and fairly diſ- 
tanced the real godly themſelves ; but when they 


came to trial, She laſt was firſt, and the firſt laſt. 


Quor.—P. 45, „The objections ſome ſerious Chriſ- 
de tians are ready to make on account of finding them- 
« ſelves ſo frequently out of frame for worſhip, is only to 
© make it evident that though their ſtate is immutable, 
& yet their frame is very uncertain; and this is what all 


4 experience.” 
AN SW. 


— — — 
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Axsw. The fooliſh virgins fonnd themſelves out 


of frame for worſhip, when their lamps went our, 


and ſo did the ſtony ground hearers, when their joys | 
withered away; and ſo did the Arminian friend 
when detected at the feaſt for appearing without a 


wedding garment; but this is not that part. of the 
2 of God's children that worketh hope. 


Qvor.—P. 45.- © The reaſon why ſuch numbers 20 
& on their way droopigg, with their hands hanging down, 


<< js, in ſome meaſure, occaſioned by their not attending to 


* that NATION which is recorded i in the Ward of God.” 


Gar. Timothy himſelf affedts to attend to the 


experience recorded in the Word, but he cannot 
diſcover nor deſcribe it, and all for the want of 


experience in his own heart; for it is the heart of 


the wiſe that teacheth his mouth: beſides, the king- 


dom ſtands not in the word of experience, nor 


does it ſtand in the letter, but in the power of the 
Spirit as felt on the heart. 

Qpor,—?. 46. If we lightly eſteem the means 
cc which God himſelf hath PRC, no wonder ir the 
enemy gets an * over us.“ 


Cs Many are led rightly to eſteem the means 
of grace, becauſe there is no grace to be found 
in the means; what refreſhment can be expected 


from a cloud without rain; what ſure navigation 
from 
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from a wandering ſtar; or what ſatisfaction from a 
. well without water? 


Qvor.—P. 47. A Chriſtian may be as ſenſible 
« of the deſires of his ſoul, as of the cravings of his body; 
« but he frequently ſees not how theſe prove himſelf to be 
« born of God.” 


Answ. This doctrine would be rejected by every 
woman in the pains of child- birth in all the world; 
ſhe defires and cries for deliverance, but friend 
Timothy would find it hard work to perſuade her 
that the birth is over; and, when once ſhe is deli- 
vered, ſhe will give a better account of it than he 
can, Even ſo every troubled ſoul, that hath fear 
ond torment, longs and deſires for pardoning Love, 
which caſts out fear, and makes the Birth clear. 
But their deſiring this is no proof of their birth; nor 
can it be, for they are not born again, nor will they 
be till the deſire is accompliſhed, until the ſoul 
comes forth of it's bondage, ſtraits, and difficulties, 
under the influence of the Spirit of Love. © Some 
« defir2 and have nothing,” Prov. xiii. 4. and 
others deſire and die. The deſire of the ſlothful 
© killeth him,“ Prov. xxi. 25. Reſt not in a few 
deſires, reader, but look diligently, leſt you fail of the 
grace of God. 


Quor,—P. gn: ® All objections which may ↄriſe from 
the temptations of Satan, and the remains of unbelief, 
« cannot drive him from this, that he is not the man he 


« was,” 
| E ANsw. 


— 
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Axsw. © The man out of whom the evil fpirit 
<< went, appeared not to be the man he once was! 
< and when the houſe was empty, ſwept, and gar- | 
& xi/bed, it looked better ſtill; but the laſt ſtate 
ce of that man was worſe than the firſt.” Satan 
may go out, where he is neither caſt out, nor kept 
out; there may be an enlightening of the head into 
Goſpel doctrines, and a reformation in the conduct, 
where there is no inward renewing in the ſpirit of 
the mind, nor change of heart, which conſiſts in 
removing it's Sbduricy; or ſtoney quality, by con- 
trition, godly ſorrow, and Goſpel repentance. 


 Quor. —P. 49. David complains that his foul cleave 
« to the duſt. It is evident that this is the language of a 
& child of Cod; for the more the unregenerate man cleay- 
& eth to the earth, the more he is in his element, eſpe- 


6c cially if he has proſperity in his purſuits ; for him 15 


« complain of his heart cleaving io the earth, would be incon- 
cc ent. His delight being only in the things of this world, 
&« it is impoſſible he ſhould feel ſuch ſoul complaints; he is 
« total ſtranger to Gol W or ſpiritual plea- 


60 fern. 


Axsw. The thorny ground bearers, and thoſe 
that rzafted the powers of the world to come, 
were not total ſtrangers to ſpiritual pleaſures ; not 
were they ſtrangers to earthly cleavings of ſoul, 
when the cares of this life, and the deceitfulneſs of 


ricbes, ſprung up; nor were they without their ſen- 
nations and complaints, when the word was. choaſed 
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in their hearts; for there muſt be ſtrong ſtruggles; 
and ſharp oppoſitions, before the word of God in 
ſuch a hearer is choaked or over-run with carnal 
cares. or the deceits of riches; and God does 
make ſuch a hypocrite feel this, that he may 
leave him without excuſe. Timothy ſets to 
work to guide the timorous ſoul, without ever 


pointing him to the gate at the head of the way, 
or deſcribing. the entrance; and attempts to eſta- 


bliſh his Chriſtian, without ever deſcribing what a 
real Chriſtian is : but he never ſhall be a ſafe guide 
for a Chriſtian to follow, nor a good miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, till he can deſcribe converſion, rege- 
neration by the Spirit, juſtification by Faith, the ap- 
plication of the Atonement, and the forgiveneſs of 
ſins through it—evangelical repentance, and liberty 
of ſoul, by the Holy Ghoſt. Converted the ſinner 
muſt be, or he ſhall never be healed, Jai. vi. 10. 
Regenerared he muſt be, or he cannot ſee the 
kingdom, John, iii. 4. Juſtified by faith he muſt 
be, or die under the curſe of the law. Cl 
from fin by the blood of Chriſt he muſt be, or die 
in his fin; and, except he repent, he ſhall periſh. 
Without an unctuous experience of theſe things, 
in ſome degree, no man living ſhall be faved; God 
declares 1 it, and the Scriptures cannot be broken. 


 Quor.—P, 4.5 b This proves that the man who ſpeaks 


from his ory this language, (namely, that his foul 
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& cleaves to the duſt) muſt be born God: it is only tlie 
« Chriſtian who can, with any propriety, adopt this lan« 


* guage.” 


Axsw. Then the young man in the Goſpel bids 
fair for a part in this birth; for he had a ſtrong 
deſire to inherit Eternal Life, but he found bis 
foul cleave to the duſt; and he could with propriety 
adopt this language, and ſpeak it from his heart, 
for be went away ſorrowful, or filled with grief and 
ſorrow. I think David muſt have had ſome other 
experience to prove his birth to be of God, beſides 


that of eartbly-mindedne/s; for a ſpiritual birth is 


made clear by the Spirit's union with the ſoul, and 


not by the ſoul's union with the duſt. 


1 


Vopr: a 50. « This language being ſo common to ALL, 


« ought rather to prove to the Chriſtian, that ſuch as are 


cc ſpeaking in this ſtrain, belong 'to that company who have 
45 N it in r * 


far, The language of a ul 8 to the 
aul, is not common to all and every individual of 
God's family: Aſa's heart was perfect with the 


* Lord all his days,” 1 Kings, xv. 14. Nor was 


it a common complaint 'among the' primitive ſaints, 
who called nothing that they poſſeſſed their own, 
but ſold their poſſeſſions, and laid the' money at the 
Apoſtles feet, and diſtributed it as every one had 


need: theſe had all things common, the one as well 
gs the other; which ſhews that this language was not 
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common in that age, unleſs Timothy has an eye to 
Ananias and Saphirah ; theſe found their poor ſouls 
cleave to the duſt, and they were laid dead on the 
duſt for it. 


QuoT.——P. 51. * Offer a Chriſtian in this di/ire/ſed 
& ſituation any thing which adorns the body, or ſuits the 
« appetite, or enriches his eſtate, his drooping ſpirit i is not 
at all alleviated by any of e 


Answ. Nor was Judas's diftrefs alleviated with 
any of theſe things: when his ſpirit drooped, and 
his diſtreſs came on, he threw the thirty pieces of 
filver down in the temple, and departed ; and evil 
days have made many hypocrites ſay of all worldly 
pleaſures and riches—* My foul hath no pleaſure in 
them, (Eccl. xi. 1.) as well as Timothy's Chriſ- 
tian. We muſt have ſome account of a better ex- 
perience than that of cleaving to the duſt, and loath- 
ing worldly riches, before we ſhall be ſatisfied. God 
often gripes a worldly profeſſer in his conſcience 
and bowels, till he makes him loath and diſcharge 
all that he had ſwallowed down, His meat in 
© his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps within 
© him. He hath ſwallowed down riches, and he ſhall 
* yomit-them up again: God ſhall caſt them out "ne 
* his belly,” Fob xx. 145 15. 


Quor.—P. 54. The difference between, « an anti- 
te pathy to the power of religion, and an earneſt deſire after 
* the life and ſpirit of it, is ſo great, that when d 
noticed, it is of great advantage to the real Chriſtian.” 


E 3 Answ, | 


Fd 


— 
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Axsw. Slaying the prejudice, or the antipathy, 
of a ſinner, is what Saul and all his meſſengers ex. 
perienced, when he and his men went to Ramah to 
take, if not to kill, David. The Spirit of God 
fell upon them all; inſomuch that they not only 
loft their prejudice, and forgot their errand, but they 
fell to prophe/ſying, (1 Sam. chap. xix.) and as for 
deſiring the life and ſpirit of religion, it is what 
every deſpairing hypocrite in Zion deſires. This 
labour, Timothy, will never clear the ground of a 
doubtful child of God. He doth not want to knoy 
how much he differs from the moſt ſecure world. 
ling, or the moſt violent perſecutor. This is ob- 
vious enough to him, let him be as weak in faith 2 
he may. But he wants to know how grace has 


made him to differ from the moſt accomplithed 


hypocrite that ever appeared in /beep's-cloathing, lt 


is the attainments of hypocrites that puzzle and 


ftumble him, and not the inſenſibility of the dead, 


nor the deſperate rage of perſecutors; and, until 


thou canſt do this, thou wilt never be a fit guide for 
a timorous r. 


Qvor.—P. 55 and 56. It is neither the ſweet and 
& charming voice of the Goſpel that will draw him, nor 
e will the dreadful effects of ſin drive him, to ſeek for 
c happineſs in God. All this proves how much the true 
& Chriſtian di fers from the man of this world.” 


ANSW\ 
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Axsw. Thoſe that ſhall /zek Chrift, and not find 
him; and thofe that zvil7 him, and find it is not of 
him that wwilleth; and thoſe that run for the prize, 
and find it is not of him that runneth; were under 
ſome ſort of drawing, or elſe why all this labour in 
vain? And thoſe that ſhall ſeek to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, and ſhall not be able; and thoſe that 
are firs in their own eyes, and laſt of all in God's ac- 
count; and thoſe that cried, *©Lord! Lord! open to 
cc us!” ho are ſent away as unknown to Chriſt ;— 
all theſe ſeem to be drove by the dreadful effects of 
ſin and apprehenſions of wrath, to ſeek for hap- 
pineſs in God, but never found. it: which ſuffici- 
ently proves, that Timothy's Chriſtian differs no- 
thing from the worſt of hypocrites. 


| Quor.—P. 56, © Remember that ſoul mu/? be ſpiritu- 
& ally alive, that experiences ſpiritual ſenſations.” 


Answ. Paul's hypocrites, in the Hebrews, taſted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe had both zafte and feeling, which are 
ſpiritual ſenſations. And Judas felt the violence of 
Satan, the wrath of God, and the pains of hell; 
which are dreadful, though /piritual ſenſations. 
And, add to this, they might have all knowledge, 
and underſtand all myſteries; and yet ſo tar from 
being, as Timothy ſays, /pirizually alive, that Paul 

- — | lays, | 
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| ſays, they were inſtruments WITHOUT LIFE, giving 
hound. All theſe things may be, where a broken 
heart, repentance unto life, the forgiveneſs of fins, juſ- 
tification by faith, and true poverty of ſpirit, which 
are things that accompany ſalvation, never were given, 
I know two men at this day, that have formerly ex- 
ceeded Timothy's Chriſtian 1n all the evidences that 
be deſcribes, as much as the prophet Balaam ex- 
ceeds him in vifion and knowledge; and yet at this 
time appear to be the moſt fatal apoſtates that lie 
within the compaſs of my knowledge. 


- © Qvor,—P. 56. © Thus, we ſee, there are many of the 
c complaints of God's people, which as fully prove them 
<< to be born of God, as their moſt elevated joys.” 


 _- - Answ. There may be elevated joys where the 
3 Spirit of Love never took up his eternal abode ; and 
ſuch ſouls may hear the word with pleaſure, and run 
for a while with rejoicing ; but if the Spirit of God 
be not in their heart, to feed theſe joys, /uch joys will 
wither away from the ſons of men, Joel i. 12. And 
there may be numberleſs complaints where the ſoul 
is not born of God. My ſervants ſhall eat, 
faith the Lord, © but ye ſhall be hungry: Behold, 
* my ſervants ſhall drink, but ye ſhall be thirſty : 
* Behold, my ſervants ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall be 
* aſhamed: Behold, my ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of 


** heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrowof heart, and ſhall 
| c how! 


te howl for vexation of ſpirit; and ye ſhall leave your 
« name for a curſe to my choſen,” Ja. vi. 5, 13, 14. 
Here is hungering, thirſting, ſhame, and confuſion, 
crying and howling for inward vexation: all which 

are heavy complaints; but theſe complainers were 
not born of God. | 


QuoT.—P. 57. © The difference between the 3 of 
te mind, expreſſed in this text, and that dead frame, in 
« which thouſands and ten thouſands of worldly profeſſors 


&« live, is as much as between {fe and death.“ 


Axsw. If David had had no other proof of his 
being quickened and made alive to God, but that of 
Bis ſoul cleaving to the duſt, the goodneſs of his ſtate 
had been badly proved. To be heavenly-minded, is 
life and peace; but to cleave to the duſt, muſt be a 
damp and death to all comforts. Nor did David 
diſcover this frame of his to be as different from 
that of a worldly profeſſor, as between fe and 
death ; but ranks himſelf rather among the dead, 
than among the living. © I am forgotten, as a pA 
te MAN, out of mind. I am like a broken veſſel,“ 
Pſalm xxxi. 12, © He hath made me to dwell in- 
% darkneſs, as thoſe that have been long Dang” 
Thin exliü. Is 


Quo: —P. 57. The true b has an e : 
« acquaintance with the neceſſity of the operations of the Holy - 
« Fpirit; the carnal profeſſor has no underſtanding of ay 


* ſuch * 5 
AnSw, 
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Answ. Saul had an experimental acquaintance 
with the neceſſity of the operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit; for the Spirit of God had come three different 
times upon him, and each time he propheſied; and 
when he left him, and Satan began to trouble him, 
he felt this neceſſity deeply, and complains of it: 
The Lord is departed from me, and anſwereth me no 

more which ſhews, that Saul, though a carnal pro- 
feſſor, had ſome underſtanding in theſe things. 


QuoT.—P. 59. It muſt be of great advantage to the 
„ Chriſtian, when he can perceive, that even his complaints 
= are undeniaple evidences of his being a child of God.” 


Axsw. There have been many grievous com- 
plaints of a religious nature, where there was no ſpi- 
ritual birth. The elder fon comes in with many 
complaints: Lo! theſe many years do I ſerve thee, 
e and never at any time tranſgreffed thy command- 
ce ment; but thou never gaveſt me a kid that J 
might make merry with my friends.” 


Quor.—P. 60. Draw me; we will run after thee. It 
e is impoſſible for any of the fallen race, while they remain 
te in ignorance and enmity, either to under ſtand this lan- 
te guage, or pray this prayer. If we take a view either of 
_ & the formal profeſſor, or the men of the world at large, we 
L ſhall find them as: diſtant from ſuch a frame of mind as 
« this prayer demonſtrates, ag death is from life.” 


f AN SN. 
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. Answ. This is wiſely judged, and well ma- 
naged, friend Timothy; and I will that thou purſue 
this method conſtantly. If ever you deviate from 
this method, you will be diſcovered at once. Al- 
ways ſet the formal profeſſor, and the men of the 
| wvorld, before your Chriſtians; and when they ſee 
theſe poor creatures in your Glaſs, in all that diſha- 
bille in which you ſet them forth, your Chriſtian 
will ſhine. Let theſe be your fat and lean kind, con- 
cave and convex ; for ſhould you ever attempt an 
honeſt exhibition of an accompliſhed hypocrite in 
Zion, then your Chriſtian and timorons ſoul, like 
the Hebrews before the Philiftines, muft all creep inta 
their holes, 


Draw me, and we will run after thee, 1s ſuch lan- 
guage as the formal profeſſor and the worldling 
cannot underſtand; and it is ſuch a prayer as theſe 
can never pray. True, friend Timothy ; but the 
hypocrite may have all #zowledge, and underſtand all 
myſteries; and ſpeak with the tongue of men and an- 
gels, and have all faith, ſo as to remove mountains, 
and yet be nothing. And TI know full well, that 
many a hypocrite that has received the word with 
Joy, has prayed this prayer, even to be bleſſed and 
drawn with a ſenſe of God's love; for there are ſome 
that would give all the ſubſtance of their . ”= 
Love, but it would be — contemned, © 


Qpor. 
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Quor.—P. 61. © When perſons are ignorant of that 
& which is moſt univerſally known to all experimental 
« Chriſtians, it is evident, ſuch perſons muſt be total ſtran- 
gers to real Chriſtianity ; and while we prove, to a de- 
©. monftration, the univerſal ignorance of all unregenerate 
men, the Chriſtian is more and more enabled to perceive 
e the difference which God has made in himſelf: for the 
* change which is made by regeneration is ſpiritual, by 
E which a Chriſtian is capacitated to form a judgment both 

* of himſelf and the world. He that is rin Jjudgeth all 
« things.” 


Aus- This ani verſal ignorance cannot be 
proved. Some hypocrites are allowed #o have all 
Fnowledge ; and we ſee evidently, that nine preachers 
put'of ten currently paſs for Miniſters of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, who are nothing but carnal, unconvert- 


ed men. And although a Chriſtian may be enabled 


to form a judgment both of himſelf and the world, | 
yet. the arch hypacrite, who is an amphibious 
creature, between the /aint and the worldling, which 
is the monſtrous offspring of a mongrel miniſter, all 


Sead, and no heart; who ſpeaks half Hebrew, and 
balf Add; which the Saviour calls a wolf in na- 


ture, but a /zep in appearance; will till puzzle 
and perplex the judgment of the truly ſimple ſoul. 
Judas deceived all the apoſtles; Ahitophel deceived 
David; Simon Magus deceived Peter; the fooliſh 


virgins deceived the wiſe; the Armenian, in his own 


Tighteouſneſs, deceived all the gueſts 'at the feaſt, 


except 
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except the king himſelf; Jehu deceived Jonadab; 
Ananias and Saphirah deceived a whole church 3 
Saul deceived Samuel; and the Author of the 
Chriſtian's Looking-Glaſs has deceived an hun- 
| dred; and, if it were poſſible, ſuchwould deceivethe - 
very Elect. Beſides, Timothy's deſcription of re- 
generation -has not the leaſt reſemblance of the 
work itſelf; and as for the change that he deſcribes, 
it ſets the ſoul down far ſhort of the attainments and 
blazing figure of a profound hypocrite in Zion. 


QuoT.P, 61. © The defires of the heart are even felt 
* in the language by thoſe who have ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing; and ſuch divine breathings are rarely ſo much as 
« heard by RO but their Mag i is experienced by 

* Ws who hear t | 


Answ. Many have the bowels of natural affec- 
tions ſtirred, and their paſſions moved, by the prayer 
and preaching of a graceleſs orator ; and they may 
be zealouſly affected, but not well, The Spirit of 
God came upon Saul and all his company, when 


they heard Samuel and the prophets propheſying, 


which quenched their thirſt for David's blood, and 
ſet them all to preaching ; which experience and 
change greatly exceeds all that our friend T imothy 
deſcribes. | 

Qvor.-P. 61. For as iron ſharpens iron, ſo theſs 
tend to rouge and quicken thoſe who have experience. 


Grace, 
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Grace, in exerciſe, is like ſome excellent perfumes; vou 


«cannot come near them, but you partake of their ſweet 
6 * | x 


4 ors It ſhould have been, their fragrance, 
Many are perfumed by the Goſpel, who were never 
cleanſed; and many are embalmed, who will not be 
preſerved. The foul muſt be waſhed, ſalted, ſup- 
pled, and ſwaddled, if ever it be ſaved. This 1a. 
ing, and. partaking of ſweet flaveur, will not do. 
The Lamb muſt be eaten, and the bitter herbs with 
it, before a ſoul can be either purged from his ſin, 
or aſſured of his life Except ye eat the fleſh of 
< the Son of br; and drink his blood, you have 
« no life in * | | 


Qvor.—P. We: & There can be no honeſt complaint; 
& where there is no ſenſe of want or pain; therefore, 
“ though a hypocrite may utter a prayer in words like the 
« ſincere ſoul, his heart goes not along with his words.“ 


Axsw. There may be a ſenſe of want and pain 
too, where there is no faith; and the heart may go 
with the words, when faith never went with the 
heart. The fooliſh virgins were ſenſible of their 
want, when they ſaid Lord! Lord! open to us; 
and Eſau's heart went with his wotds, when he 


* the 1 N with tears. 
. e e 7 | uon | 
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Qvor.—P. 67. © It is evident, from univerſal experi- 
de ence, that Grace is more certainly deſcribed by wants, de- 
« ſires, and complaints, than by the higheſt joys with which 
« any of the children of God are fayoured.”” 


Answ. This will not be credited by many that 
are in want, complain, and defire deliverance. An 
awakened ſinner, who is quickened to feel his guilt, 
and the plague of his heart; who is in bondage, un- 
der a ſenſe of wrath, and bowed down and torment- 
ed with the fear of death, and the buffetings of Sa- 
tan, 15 ſenſible enough of his wants, and is full of 
complaints and deſires; but you will never make 
him believe that he is a partaker of grace, till per- 
fedt love caſts out fear; till his pardon is ſenſibly ob- 
tained, his liberty proclaimed, and his foul filled 
with joy and peace, in believing. The quickened 
finner knows that he muſt be born again, and he 
will not reſt contented till he is. Complaining and 
defiring belong to the labour, but joy and peace 
belong to the birth. The former are the ſnares of 
death, the latter the earneſt of life. 


Qvor.—P. 67. © David never gave ſuch poſitive proof 
« of his being a ſpiritual man, as he did in his deepeſt 
% complaints.“ 


Axsw. If the Scriptures had exhibited nothing 
of David, but his deep complaints, we ſhould be 
ready to-doubt of his deliverance. I think David 
„ „ never 
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never gave a more poſitive proof of his being a par- 

taker of the Spirit, than when he prevailed with God 
in prayer, obtained the remiſſion of his ſins, came 
up out of the horrible pit, had an open viſion of 
Chriſt, was enabled to believe in him, found his 

heart fixed, ſaw for himſelf the path of -life, and 

ſaid—“ Thou haſt looſed my bonds.” Now the Lord 

is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty. The man in whom theſe things are, 

is moſt ſurely a ſpiritual man ; but there may be 

deep complaints, where thoſe things of the Spirit ne- 

ver were, nor will be. , 


| Qypor.—P. 67. A-Chriftian, who humbly depends on 

| C the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, will hold on his way 

44 to Zion, when many flaming profeſſors will ſink into 
« Oblivion.“ 1 


Answ. Timothy tells vs, That the Chriſtian 
e that depends on the Spirit, will hold on his way 
ce to Zion.” I think the ſinner muſt come to Zion, 
and be made a fellow citizen of it, before he can 
experimentally know any thing of the Spirit, much 
leſs depend on him. Yea, he muſt come not only 
to Mount Zion, but to God, the Judge of all; to 
Jeſus, the Mediator of the new covenant; and to 
the blood of ſprinkling alſo; before he can be rank- 
ed with the General Aſſembly, or the Church of the 
Firſt- born. We hope our dear friend Timothy 


will never ſink into oblivion, for he is by no means MF « 
| | a flaming, 
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a flaming profeſſor, for he emits neicher light nor · 
heat. eee | 8 


. 68 and 75 «© What is the reaſon perſons, 
« who differ ſo much from the world, cannot ſee that 
they are not of it? If they experienced joys as fre- 
6e quently as they feel their wants, they would have na | 
« fears about their ſtate,” os 


Answ. In page 67, fading T why 3 us, 
that it is evident, from univerſal experience, that 
“ grace is more certainly deſcribed by wants, de- 
« fires, and complaints, than by the higheſt joys 
« with which any of the children of God are fa- 
« voured.“ But, in this laſt quotation, he is altered 
in his opinion; and tells us, that “ if they expe- 
« rienced joys as frequently as they feel their wants, 
te 80 would have no fears about their ſtate.” 


Quor:. —Þ, 70. 6c Job W not ſeem to call in a queſtion | 
4 his ſtate,” 


Axsw. Nor does Job ſeem to be far from it; 
when he ſaid—* Thou deſtroyeth the hope of man: 
« my tranſgreſſion is ſealed up in a bag, and thou 
* ſeweſt up mine iniquity, Thou wilt not acquit 
me from mine iniquity. : I am afraid of all my 
“ ſorrows; I know that ET UL HOON me 
7 innocent, Job, ix. 28. : | 


Quor: P. 72. T hough there be few wha wee tra- 
$6 velled any conſiderable time in m8 way to Zion, but 
. F „have 
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* have adopted Job's language; yet they have an advan. 
“ tage Job was not favoured wich: he had not the experience 
« of man ſet before him, who had been in a ſituation ſimilar 
44 f0 his own.” | 


Anxsw, Elihu filled almoſt three chapters, i in 
ſetting the experiences of other men before the eyes 
of Job. * Man,” ſays he, is chaſtened alſo with 
“ pain upon his bed, and the multitude of his 
c“ bones with ſtrong pain; ſo that his life abhorreth 
©&-bread; and his ſoul dainty meat. His fleſh is 
« conſumed away, that it cannot be ſeen; and his 
+ bones, that were not ſeen, ſtick out. Yea, his 

4 ſoul draweth near unto the grave, and his life 
* < to the deſtroyers.” If there be a meſſenger with 
him, (a good guide to the timorous ſoul) an in- 
terpreter, one among a thouſand, to ſhew unto man 
his uprightneſs, then he is gracious unto him, and 
faith—* Deliver him from going down to the pit: | 
c have found a ranſom. His fleſh ſhall be freſher 
* than a child's ; he ſhall return to the days of his 
youth; he ſhall pray unto God, and he will be fa- 
ce yourable unto him; and he ſhall ſee his face with 
&« joy, for he will render unto man his righteouſneſs. 
He looketh upon men; and if any ſay . Ihave ſin- 
© ned, and perverted that which was right, and it 
cc profiteth not,” he will deliver his ſoul from going 
e into the pit, and his life ſhall ſee the light. Lo! 
e all theſe things worketh God oftentimes with men.” 
et ,,, ne err et wn lk 
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All this is the-experience of other men, which was 
ſet before Tom 8 8 TY 


Geber 74. But now, he that once mounted up 
« as on eagles wings, is ſunk in the mire of flath and 
« qwarldly affefions a change he once thought impoſlible, 
« Tt is in this frame, that the believer can ſay, In me, that 
*© 75, in my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing.“ 


Axsw. That text is badly matched. Paul was 
not /unk in the mire of ſloth when he ſaid it; for he 
was always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Feſus : and, ſo far from being © ſunk in 
© worldly affections, he declared that the world 
was crucified to him, and he to the world. And who 
can ſuppoſe, that two. creatures, ſo dead to each 
other's charms as Paul and the world, could be fo 
ſick of loye to each other, or ſo ſunk in affection? 
Aprofeſſor, thus fallen, may ſay with a witneſs, © In 
* my fleſh dwells nothing good, nor in my foul 
ff either,” 


— 


Qvor.—P. 74. Dis is winter ſeaſon to the ſoul, cold 
ct and dark: is it then any matter of ſurprize to hear one, 
* in ſuch a ſituation, cry out, Oh ! that I were as in months 


ce paſt | 1 


Ae This is winter, indeed, friend Timothy; 
and ſuch a ſeaſon as, I hope, no child of God will 
ever get into. To be carnally n is death; 

| 555 „Fa IE; but, 
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but, to be ſunk in the mire of goth and worldly 
affęctions, is death and damnation too. He that 
' daveth the world, or the things of the world, the Love 
of the Father ts not in him. It 1s an infallible mark 
of an apoſtate. © Demas hath forſaken me, having 
e loved this preſent evil world.” It is the criterion 
of an enemy to God, He that is the friend of the 
world, is the enemy of God. 


Qvor.—P. 74. This complaint is not confined to 
e the cloſet; it is like the plague, every part is N 


* . 


Answ. if this © plague of being ſunk in ſloth 
ce and worldly mindedneſs,” was confined to the clo- 
fet, the Chriſtian might run away from it without 
being infected either in body or foul. But Timothy 
ſays, every part is affected by it; that is, every other 
part of the body, as well as the cloſet, is affected (er 
in love) with this plague of ſinking into ſloth and 

worldly luſts. This quotation calls for Timothy's 
note, or evangelical 0 much more than me 
Bible Aar, 


. £ | + al 

Ger. —P. 75. © How great the change! Now all 
cc arguments with his lukewarm heart loſe their force; 
< all relifþ for the word ſeems gone; the Jes that 


<« once was far too ſhort, is now intolerably tedious.” 


Ausw. A profeſſor” 8 heart thus en that 


has loſt all reliſb for the word of God, and that 
finds 
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finds the ſervice of God intolerably tedious, is in a 
Laodicean church ſtate, and among the number of 
them that Chriſt hath vomited up from the bowels 
of his mercy. So then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, 1 will ſpew thee out of my: 
mouth, Rev. iii. 16. f 


Quor.—P. 75. © Is it a wonder that ſuch, when they 
& are not wholly left to an obdurate and inſenſible frame, 
“ to hear ſuch an one cry out, Ob ! * 1 were as in 
« months paſt 1 Fe”! 


Answ. That pious lamentation of Job is. by no 
means to be unlawfully joined together in unholy 
matrimony with the heart of Tim.'s Chriſtian, who 
is /unk in floth and worldly affeFions, who has loſt 
all reliſh for the goſpel of Cbriſt, and finds bis divine 
ſervice intolerable ; for Job had by no means loſt all 
reliſh for the word of God, but aſks his friends— 
Cannot my taſte diſcern perverſe things? Job, vi. 30. 
And again“ Can that which is unſavoury be eaten? 
© or is there any taſte in the white of an egg? 
« How forcible are e right words! bur what doth your 
© arguing reprove?” And again—* I eſteem the 
© words of his mouth more than my neceſſary food.“ 
Which ſhews plain enough, that Job had not loſt 
all reliſh for God's word. Nor was he ſunk in ſloth, 
for his ſpirit made diligent ſearch after his God— 

Ob] that I knew where 1 might find * that I might 
© LO vor; 5 come 
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come even to bis ſeat. And ſo far was Job from 
being « ſunk in worldly affections, that he never 
ſinned with his. lips, nor charged God fooliſhly, 
when he had ſtripped him of all that he had in the 
world; but ſays— The Lord gave, and the Lord 
*« hath taken away. Bleſſed be the name of the 

« Lord.” If our friend Timothy goes on to pub- 
lin a ſimilarity between the ancient ſaints of God, 

and his imagined Chriſtian, (which never had any 
exiſtence. but in his own head) I muſt, however 
unpolite, be under the neceſſity of forbidding the 


n. 


Quor. — 78, „ Though the Chriſtian, at ſuch ſea- 
4. ſons, cannot pray or read, and hear the word, with that 
4 ſatisfaction he wiſhes, yet he retains a 'bigh efteem for 
40 divine ordinances.” 


Axsw. If this be true, that bat Chriſtian 
retains a high eſteem for divine ordinances, he can- 
not be wholly ſunk in worldly affections; and I 
think it is impoſſible that he ſhould loſe @// reliſo 
for the word of God, and yet have ſo high an eſteem 
for the preaching. What I highly eſteem, I muſt 
have ſome affection for; and, if I have any 
ſpiritual loye to it, I cannot have loſt all reliſb 


for it. gs 
Qvor.—P; 79 and 80. © Good and bad fruit cannot 


e he more eaſily diſtinguiſhed, than religious and carnal 
* affections, when properly tried by the word of God.“ 


ANSW, 
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Answ. All believers will not ſet their ſeal to 
this aſſertion ; eſpecially when they are in a ſituation 
ſimilar to that of David, who was ſo reduced to 
humiliation at the pious counſel and prophecies of 
Abigail, that he loved her as a ſaint, bleſſed her in 
the name of the Lord, and bleſſed her advice and 
counſel; and ſoon afterward loved her with another 
affection, and wooed her for a wife. 


Qyor.—P. 80. Let it be obſerved, that nothing is 
« more common than for perſons, who love the ſame kind 
« of diverſion, to unite together, whether thoſe pleaſures 
« are natural or ſpiritual. This verifies the old proverb: 
„Birds of a feather will flock together. 


Answ. And as ſure as the jachdatus always flock 
with the rooks, and the ſwallows keep company 
with the martins, ſo ſure will the fooliſh and wiſe 
virgins flock together to the end;. and the wheat 
and the tares grow together until harveſt, 


Qvor.—P. 80. © But the afoftion mentioned in this 
<« verſe, differs wholly from all natural regards.“ 


Answ. And the difference is ſo ſmall, that weak 
believers have not been able to diſtinguiſh it. Na- 
tural affections in Peter ran ſo high to his Lord 
and Maſter, that he rebuked him, when he fore- 
told him of his ſufferings, And it was the ſame 
with his pious mourners, who wept when they 

F 4 2 ſaw 
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ſaw him carry his own croſs; and their natural 
affections met with a check for it—Daughters of 
Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves and 
For your children; for, if they do theſe things in a 

green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? 


QuorT.—P. 81. „ Is it a thing impoſſible, for a Chriſ- 
tt tian to diſtinguiſh between natural affection and the love 
c he experiences for the people of God? The regard he feels 
« to' Chriſtians ariſes not from ay natural ties, nor worldly 
* * 


Axsw. The SRP that 5 Galatians felt to. the 
falſe preachers of the circumciſion, did not riſe 
from natural ties; for the one were Jews, and the 
other Gentiles: nor did it riſe from worldly ad- 
vantage; for the Galatians were loſers both ſpiri- 
tually and temporally, and het they zealouſly affected 
them, though not wwell; and ſupplanted Paul to that 
degree, that they viewed him as their enemy for tell- 
ing them the truth. Many a miniſter of the letter, 
fired with unhallowed zeal; and many an eloquent 
orator, who has been dexterous at moving the paſ- 
ſions; and many an Arminian, in his ſheep-ſkin, 
and under a ſpecious pretence to candour; have 
affected the children of God in their infant ſtate of 
grace, as much, or more, than any real miniſter of 
the Goſpel, or real believer in Chriſt, till God has 
diſcovered them. And even then, when they were 
diſcovered, and they were obliged to ſeparate from 
them, 
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them, they felt themſelves both halt and maimed, 
when they had plucked out their right eyes, and cut 
off their right hands, till God has given them better 
members, Mark, x. 30. And, for my part, I doubt 
not but our friend Timothy zealouſly affects many; 
but, if God ſhould diſcover his doctrine as clearly 
to them as he has done to me, their love would 

turn to as much hatred as the love of Ae, to his 
ſiſter Tamar. 


Qpor.—P. 82. However, it cannot be denied, but 
« that John did write theſe words; and for this very end, 
<« that the children of God might know that they had 
« eternal life: therefore, to apply the text to the very 
fame purpoſe which the Holy Ghoſt had in VIEW; is to 
« me very ſatisfactory.” 


ANsw. To catch bold of a ſingle text, and ap- 
ply it to ſuch a Chriſtian as this of Timothy's 
as ati undoubted evidence of the grace of God, 
without conſulting the contexts, or the whole drift 
of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, is not applying a ſcrip- 
ture to the very ſame purpoſe that, the Spirit had 
in view. - John ſays, indeed, that we know that we 
have paſſed from death unto Life, becauſe we love the 
brethren : but then I muſt be born again, ** not of 
* blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the 
« will of man, but of God.” And I muſt know 
my Sonſhip, or elſe I cannot call the ſaints my bre= 

thren, 
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thren, nor are they brethren to me; and, if I am 
not born again, I can be no more than a baſtard, 
or a falſe brother, to them. He that lovetb Him that 
begets, loves him that is begotten of Him; but, if I 
am not begotten of God, God is not my Father; 
and, if I am not born of the Spirit, the Lord's 
children are not my brethren. In the above paſſage, 
John tells me, that I muſt be begotten of God, 
and love him too, before I can love them that are 
begotten of him. Moreover, John not only en- 
forces the begetting, but he deſcribes the birth alſo; 
but Tim. 's Chriſtian has had neither conception nor 
birth: nor is the deſcription, nor the genealogy, 
that Timothy gives of him, to be found in the 
Bible. He that loveth, (ſays John) is born of God, 
and knoweth God. Let the Chriſtian firſt prove his 
birth, and then he will eaſily prove himſelf to be 
of the brotherhood; and the Spirit, which leads 
into all truth, will doubtleſs lead him to claim this 


evidence. 

Qvor.—P. 83. © As the Holy Ghoſt is called, by 
ee way of eminence, the Saint's Comforter, and one of his 
ce methods of comforting is by deſcribing ſpiritual affec- 
ec tions, and thoſe as differing entirely from all kinds of 
c natural regards; and the diſcerning of this is that which 
« aſſiſts the Chriſtian to underſtand his own ſtate, in ſuch à 
& manner, that he may ſay, I know that 1 have paſſed from 
« degth unto Life, becauſe I love the brethren.” 


Axsw. 
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Answ. The King of the Chaldeans loved Daniel; 
Potipher loved Joſeph; David loved Ahithophel: 
and an hypocrite, that receives the word with joy, 
who rejoices in a preacher's light for a ſeaſon, and 
finds his legal ſpirit ſet to work, who /prings up 
into a ſudden profeſſion, who for @ while believes, 
would ſometimes (under fuch joys) pluck out his 
own eyes, and give them to a miniſter of Chriſt, 
and yet afterwards hate him for telling him tlie truth, 
or for trying to recover him from the error of his 
way. Thou canſt not deſcribe the difference be- 
tween ſpiritual and natural affections, friend Timothy; 
and therefore I wiſh you would let the timorous 
ſoul alone, and look a little into thine own heart, 
and ſee how this evidence of loving the brethren appears 
there; for, if matters are not right in our own heart, 
we ſhall not be able to ſet others right. You know, 
that I have ſinote you for your errors: can you ſay, 
with David, it is a kindneſs? I have reproved you, 
for your falſe evidences: has it been an excellent oil, 
which has not broken your head? And have your 
prayers been for me in my calamity? An anſwer of 
conſcience to this, in the affirmative, is the beſt: cri- 
terion of /ove to the brethren. But how did this 
evidence ſhew itſelf in you, friend Timothy? Did 
you not go to the Reverend Rowland Hill, (with 
reverence and reſpect be his name mentioned) “ and 
_ © aſk him, what you ſhould do,” and whether you 
ſhould publiſh an Anſwer to my Barber? And did 

5 not 
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not that good man adviſe you to let me alone; tell. 
ing you, that I ſhould knock you about the 
* head with my coal-/ack, till I had made you as 
black as the devil himſelf ?” And did you not 
get that holy man to come and preach (I vill not 
ſay a ſermon) in your pulpit, to vindicate your book 
of falſe evidences, and to traduce your juſt reprover ? 
Rebuke a wiſe man, and be will love thee, ſays So- 
lomon; but where is your love to me? He that 
rebuketh a man, afterwards ſhall find more favour in 
his eyes than be that flattereth with the tongue. But 
I am become your enemy for telling you the truth; 
therefore drop this evidence of loving the brethren, 
Timothy, for it does by no means diſcover itſelf 
in you; and thou muſt be inexcuſable man, for where- 


in thou judgef another, thou condemneſt Te: 


| Quor,—P. 85. This is a 1 proof that there 
« is not merely a want of love in every unrenewed man, 
& but a dreadful enmity not caſily to be deſcribed ; and this 
e ſhould be a /triking prof to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 
* chriſtian love, and confirm them in this, that their be- 
& ing made partakers of ſuch a change, l never haye 
* 3 wich themſelves.” h bo 


; lg Friend Timothy muſt give rigen love 
a better definition than this, if ever the timorous 
ſoul (that. he undertakes to guide) be ſatisfied 
with this poſitive proof, or be confirmed by this 


criterion, | W ook of Judah, ſhewed as ſtrong 
* a love 
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2 1 to Jeboiads the prieſt, as Timothy has de- 
ſcribed in his book ; but, after the death of the 
prieſt, the King flew his ſon, even when he was pro- 
pheſying under the immediate influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt, 2 Chron. chap 24. An hypocrite, when the 
unclean ſpirit is gone out of him, and he feels 
his ſoul charmed, and his prejudice ſlaughtered by 
the word, when his head is enlightened, when a 
reformation has ſwept the houſe, and the heart is 
garniſhed with fiery zeal and a double taſk of legal 
works, ſuch a ſinner will be ſo Joyful in a preacher's 
light, and be ſo charmed with his gifts, that it is 
no wonder if he bring oxen and garlands, and at- 
ſempt to do ſacrifice; but, when the unclean ſpirit 
Kennt to his bouſe, it is not to be wondered at, if 
he ſtone him, and drive him out of the city. 


Qvor.—P. 85. © Let any of thoſe who are born of 
«© God, meet an old acquaintance, who had formerly been 
. walking after the courſe of this world, but begins to aſk 
ce the way to Zion. This is ſo far from raiſing in them 
< any thing like reſentment, it kindles a flame of love in 
“ them immediately. He 10 thus loveth, is born of 


cc God. * 


Axsw. The timorous ſoul may be as much miſ- 
taken 1 in this point, as Jebonadab was with“ re- 
ſpect to Jebu, when he ſaid unto him“ 5 thine 
« heart right, as my heart is with thy heart ?” And 
e eee, 7 = 1 Fi it be, give mne thine 

e 


= <P 6 
„ 
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* hand. And he gave him his hand; and he took him 

. up ſo him into the chariot, 2 Kings, x. 15. Here 
Jebonadab was deceived ; who, in all probability, 
had as good a judgment in things divine as our 

Timothy's timorous ſoul : and Febu went a deal far- 
ther in religion than ſimply aſking the way to Zion; 
for he was deſtroying the enemies of God, and purg- 
ing his floor from idolatry. The love of ſome pro- 
feſſors is like the violent paſſions of ſome carnal 
lovers, ſoon hot, and ſoon cold. The more Paul 
loved the Corinthians, the leſs he was loved. All 
my inward friends abhorred me, ſays Job: and they 
whom T loved are turned againſt me, Job, xix. 19. 


Quvor.—P. 88, © Ruth had got ſuch a taſte for the 
e things of God, that the whole kingdom of Moab was 
nothing, when compared to that of Iſrael.“ 


Axsw. This is an evidence that ſuits our friend 
Timothy; for he has got ſuch a z2fte for the fer- 
ings of God, that all his ſurplice fees in Ireland were 
nothing to him, when compared to the free-will 
offerings in England. Dublin, that was once his 
city of refuge, was abandoned for an open door in 
London; but, if the harveſt had been in Ireland, 
and nothing but the gleanings in England, we be- 
Jieve that our friend would have caſt | in his lot with 


Ohe | 
Quor. 
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QuoT.—P. go, © The wide difference there is be- 
« tweetl enmity and love, is that which has cauſed this 
« Scripture to be ſo comfortable to many. A child of 
« God, in deſertion, may loſe ſight of many of his evi- 
&« dences, but he will ſcarcely ever wholly loſe this.“ 


Answ, The ſervant, who took bis fellow-ſervant 
by the throat, ſaying, Pay me that thou oweſt,” and 
caſt him into priſon till he ſhould pay the debt, Matt. 
xviil. 28. 30. And the nine diſciples, who were filled 
with indignation againſt James and John for their 
mother's requeſt, (Matt. xx. 24.) had loſt ſight of 
this evidence; and fo doth many a backſlider, when 
ſtung with guilt, under a ſenſe of his baſe ingra- 
titude; and when provoked to jealoufy, and fired 
with inward rage at the happinefs of thoſe who 
abide in their ſimplicity, and ſtand faſt in their li- 
berty. All that God loves, he rebukes and chaſ- 
tens. Friend Timothy, we mult have a little account 
of your timorous ſoul's chaſtiſement, before we can 
conclude that he is not a baſtard. He muſt paſs under 
the rod, before he can be brought into the bond of 
the Covenant; he muſt be pardoned, before he can 
love much or little; Faith muſt purify the heart by 
an application of the Atonement,, before Faith can 
work by love: and your timorous ſoul muſt be be- 
gotten of God himſelf, before he will, or can love 
this Father, or love Him that is begotten of 


QuorT, 
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Qvor.—P. 90. It may be compared to a mark which 
« the ſhepherd puts upon his ſheep, which he burns ſo 
“ deep, that though every other badge is worn out by the 
ce briars in the wilderneſs, this will remain, being burn? 
« deeper than the wool. If is read, even in the ſhin it- 


cc felf.” 


Answ. This is wonderful and elegant! I do 
not know what country our friend Timothy kept 
ſheep in, nor who the ſhepherd was that he learnt 
his art of; but, if he burnt bis mark in the flock 


as deep as Timothy deſcribes, he was a cruel, mer- 


cileſs wretch, let him be who he may. I know 
they mark ſheep with tar, or red oker; but I never 
heard before of burning marks in them. Timothy's 
ſhepherd has not the leaſt reſemblance of the Chief 
Shepherd of Iſrael; for he never burns them in the 


hand, as Jack Ketch burns thieves, nor ſears their 


conſciences with an hot iron: he only | marks them 
in their foreheads with a liquid from a writer's ink- 
horn, Ezek. ix. 34. 


« QuorT.—P. ge. © It is of little weight with me 
« what any man's opinion is about ſcripture evidences. 
« J have been witneſs to men who have run into one ex- 


c treme to avoid another, till they have been as far out 


< of the path of Scripture, as conceit and bigotry could 
6 poſſibly drive them.“ 


Axsw. Conceit and bigotry can never drive any 
perſon farther from the path of truth, than blind- 
? „„ 


— 
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neſs and ignorance has driven our friend Timothy. 

I have followed him cloſely: for many miles, and 
obſerved him very minutelyz but I never could 
find the print of his heel in one of the fostſteps of 
the flock yet, nor do I think that I ever ſhall; for 
he owns himſelf, that, if he was at as great an un- 
_ tertainty about natural things as he is about ſpiritual 
things, he ſhould doubt; or heſitate, whether 
he had any real exiſtence or no; and it is not like- 
ly that ſuch a groper for the wall ſhould find out 
the path of wiſdom, which is hid from the e eyes of all 
living, Job, xxviii. 21. 


» 
Y fo... 4 


Quor.—P. r. Some of theſe will cry out Iam 
© for none of your marks.” $a} CY" FRE 


Answ. And well they may cry out againſt Timo- 
thy's marks, when he talks of burning them deeper 
than the ſkin with a red-hot iron. © A burnt child 
te dreads the fire;” and it is a proof of it's wiſ- 
dom to cry out in time. So much for love to the 
brethren, and the compariſon of it, to butning the 
fleſh with a hot iron. 


Quor;—P. gr.  ** Thoſe Scripture-evidences, which 
te the Holy Ghoſt has left on record, are in general both 
* eaſy to be diſcerned, and very concluſive,” 


Answ. They are much eaſier to be diſcerned in 
the Bible, way they are in Timothy sLooking-Glaſs; 
| WW | for, 
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for, inſtead of ſetting the ſaint's evidences in a fair 
light, he has uttered things which he underſtands 
not, and ſo darkened counſel by words without 
knowledge. 


QuoT.—P. 91. I would advife thoſe who are timo- 
« rous, to conſider it is not in our power to love whem we 


6 chuſe. Love does not originate in the will.” 


Answ. If it is not in our power to love whom we 
thuſe, yet we ſeldom chuſe any that we do not love; 
and, though love does not originate in the il, 
but in the affections, yet the affections generally 
lead the will: the will makes choice of the object 
which the heart affects. 


QuoT;—P. 92. I all who experience they loue the 
« brethren, were as fully perſuaded that an effectual and 
& faving change had pafſed on them, many, who are hang- 
cc ing down their hands, would be filled with joy, and 
te would be giving thanks unto the Father, for tranſlating 
ec them from the kingdom of darkneſs, &c. Ah! how 
« many would wiſh to unite in theſe words? But * de- 
4 prives them of the pleaſure. 155 


Answ. Here we have two or three more my- 
ſteries, reader. The firſt myſtery is this: The above 
perſons experience the criterion of loving the brethren, 
which mark is burnt ſo deep, that it may be read 
in the ſkin: and yet theſe perſons are nor perſuaded 
that a ſaving change is paſſed on them; on which 
| account, 
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account, they 86 with their hands hanging down, 
inſtead of rejoicing and giving thanks to the Fa- 
ther. The firſt difficulty lays in this: how perſons 
ſhould have ſuch love, and yet no perſuaſion, ſeeing 
perſuaſion 1s Faith, and charity believeth all things. 
The other difficulty is this: how our friend Ti- 
mothy can expect people to rejoice, and give thanks 
to the Father, without faith or perſuafion, ſeeing God 
fills his people with joy and peace; but then it is only 
in believing. And it is far more myſterious, that 
theſe perſons are expected to give thanks to the 
Father for tranſlating them out of darkneſs, &c. 
when they have no perſuaſion that ſuch a change or 
tran/lation has ever taken place on them: but, if 
we go to our friend Timothy, he will ſet us to rights 
at once. He tells us, that the reaſon theſe lovers 
of the brethren cannot rejoice and be thankful, is, 
te becauſe fear deprives them of that pleaſure.” 
But, then, one would be almoſt ready to aſk, how 
perſons of ſuch love came to have ſo much fear, 
ſeeing there is no fear in love, But Math Love caſt= 


OI 


Qvor. . 92. ec But thoſe who have Had genuine af. 
* factions for the people of God, will find N alive 
_ %evenin dying circumſtances,” 


1 kt! is ſtrange, that theſe lovers 1 FAS 
thren ſhould find the fire of love alive in them in 
G 2 dying 
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dying circumſtances, when fear deprives them of 
all that pleaſure, even in the midft of health! 


QuoT.,—P. 94. Some, who have been the greateſt 
te enemies to the doctrines of Free- grace, and whoſe prin- 
« ciples filled them with prejudices againſt the ſovereignty ef 
«© God, have been conſtrained to acknowledge, that ſuch 
t changes cannot poſſibly have any other origin than free 
« and diſtinguiſhing Love; which has obliged ſome to ac- 
& knowledge, that there muſt be an election of ſome indi- 
& viduals, though they cannot fall in with the Calvin: if 


„ 
Es 4. r bd 2 Org 


Andy Here are ſome perſons who are the great- 
eſt enemies to the doFrines of Free- grace, who have 
been conftrained to acknowledge, that ſuch changes 
cannot poſſibly have any other origin than free and 
diſtinguiſhing Love, which has obliged ſome to ac- 
knowledge that there muſt be an election of ſome in- 
dividuals, which is Calviniſm; though they cannot 
fall in with the Calviniſt ſyſtem, which 1 is * elec- 
tion of ſome individuals. 


ee gy. « When religion i is made our clement, 
cc and we can no more live without it than the fiſh without 
« vater; when religious pleaſures are the higheſt of all 
<< our enjoyments; then we may be aſſured we have not 
ce only choſen God, but he alſo has choſen us.“ 


Axsw. I mould chuſe to ſtate it ths: That when | 
the Reiner can OR his — and repentance to be ge- 


nuine, 
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muine, and that the Goſpel is come to him, not in 
word only, but in power, in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
much aſſurance; and when, by theſe things that 
accompany ſalvation, he has made his calling and 
election ſure; then religion is made his element, 
and he can no more live without it than a fiſh with- 
out water. Religious. pleaſures will then be his 
kigheſt enjoyments: but, until he has proved him- 
ſelf to be in the faith, he can take no real pleafure 
in religion, becauſe his faith doth not work by 
Love, nor does his faith put on an imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs, the effect of which is peace; which Jove 
and peace in us are productive of all ſpiritual plea- 
ſures. | 


Quor. . 97. We can, with greater ſatisfaction, 
« ſay, that religious ſubjects are our delight, than we can 
10 perſuade ourſelves that we are intereſted in them.“ 


Axsw. It is ſtrange to me, that perſons ſhould 
find delight in religion without faith or perſuaſion 
of intereſt, The Pſalmiſt did not find it fo with 
him; for he declares, hat he bad fainted, unleſs be 
bad believed, Timothy's Chriſtian gets his delights 
where David got his faintings. 


| Quito, LOT 1.5 Chriſtian, take particular notice 
« of thy choice. A ſaving work on the ſoul is more certainly 
3 6 known 


102 5 THE BARBER, 
$ known by the choice of the perſon, than by either joys ar 


$ ferrors.” 


Answ, That is right, Timothy: be ſure always 
to cut at the power of godlineſs. Never ſuffer your 
Chriſtian to reſt in divine joys; for you know, that 
God's kingdom ſtands in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
Joy; and that the fruits of the Spirit are love, Joy, 
peace; and that God fills his people with joy and 
peace in believing. Stick to this, that a Chriſtian's 
ſafety is more certainly known by bis own choice, 
than by divine joys. However, we will examine man's 
choice, and God's joys, and ſet each before our 
reader, and let him fee which he prefers. © Chufe 
te you this day whom you will ſerve, ſays Joſhua; 
te whether the gods which your fathers ſerved, that 
te were on the other ſide of the flood, or the gods of 
ce the Amorites, in whoſe land you dwell: but, as 
ce for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. And 
te the people anſwered, © God forbid that we ſhould 
£ forſake the Lord. The Lord drave out from before 
„us all the people, even the Amorites which dwelt 
c jn the land: therefore will we alſo ſerye the Lord,“ 
Joſhua, xxiv. 15, 16, 18. Here, reader, is their 
choice, which was voluntary and free: there was 
neither compulſion nor force in it; but gratitude 
to-God for bringing them out of Egypt, and diſ- 
poſſeſſing the Amorites, prompted them to make this 
choice. But Joſhua was not fatisfied with this darl- 
| e . _ 


THE BARBER. 103 


ing evidence of our friend Timothy's, but rather 
withſtood it. And Joſbua ſaid unto the people, ©* Ye 
4 cannot ſerve the Lord: for be is an holy God: be is a 
C jealous God; be will not forgive your tranſgreſſions, nor 
. your ins. Joſhua inſinuates here, that they muſt be 
pardoned finners who ſerve the Lord acceptably; 
and when ſin, which ſeparates between God and the 
ſou], is removed, the ſinner comes to Zion with ſongs 
and everlaſting joy upon his head, and obtains joy and 
gladneſs, when ſorrow and ſighing flee away. Now, 
which evidence would my reader chule, man's 
choice, or the joy of the Lord, which is man's ſtrength? 
Neh. viii. 10. Sure I am, that the ſoul, that is a 
ſtranger to the terrors of the Lord, and to the joys 
of the Lord, could never yet ſing of mercy, nor 
of judgment ; nor does he know the power of either 
Law or Goſpel. Let him chuſe what he may, he is 
dead i in treſpaſſes and fins, 


Quor.—P. 101. © That choice, that is the effect of 
« grace, is habitual and permanent. Amidſt all the waves of 
« this tempeſtuous ſea, it will always Heer the foul to an- 
« chor under the Rock of ages.” | 


Answ. ** Man's choice is habitual,” ſays 
Timothy: but ſuppoſe the ſoul ſhould get into 
one of Job's frames, and chuſe ſtrangling rather than 
life, where is the habit of it then? © It is perma- 
% nent;” but ſuppoſe the ſou], like Jonab, ſhould 

G 4 chuſe 
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chuſe to run away, where then is it's permanency N 

But what is ſtill more, “ this choice will always fteer 
te the ſoul to anchor under the Rock of ages.” But 
that anchorage is not good: to anchor under the rock 


is too low. Hope muſt anchor in that which is 


within the veil; it muſt anchor in the Godhead, 
which dwells within the veil of the Manhood. If 


Timothy had ſaid, that God's choice is habitually 


the ſame, and permanent, I ſhould have liked- it 
much better. 


Qpor. —ÞP. 122. Hypocrites and formal 2 ort 


et may mimick ſome expreſſions; but there are ſome Scrip- 


* tures which are neither under/food by them, nor ſcarce 


ge ever noticed, 51 


Ans w. If to mimick the exprefſions c of the faints, 
and to be without underſtanding in the Scriptures, 
be the marks of an hypocrite, or a formal profeſſor, 
our friend Timothy bids as fair to be the Hage: player 
as any man that I ever ſaw or read. That he mi- 
micks the expreſſions of a Chriſtian, cannot be de- 


nied; and that he has no underſtanding in the Scrip- 


tures, is as evident, for there is not one text opened 
or explained in both his volumes. Nor is there one 


text that he has applied, that is applicable to he 
ſubject to which he has applied it: himſelf has 


tacitly owned, that God has not given him eyes 
to ſee; and this acknowledgment is true. | 


Quor. 
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Q por. 7 will go in the ftrength of the Lord God; 1 
6 will make: mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. 
& It is evident to me, that it was the deſign of the Holy 
« Ghoſt in having ſuch experzence as this, text contains, 
« recorded, chat Chriſtians ſhould read their own characters 
« in the language of David, and others, to the world's 


cc end. 


Answ. Now, reader, we will look at Timothy's 
ſenſe of this text, and the myſterious uſe that he 
makes of it. Firſt, © I will go (ſays the Pſalmiſt) in 
* the ftrength of the Lord;" this is an holy reſolution of 
the mind. I will make mention of thy righteouſ- 
« neſs, even of thine only: this is an evangelical 
confeſſion of the mouth. Now, what does our Timo- 
thy make of this re/olution and confefion ? Why, he 
makes experience of it: for thus faith Timothy 
* The deſign of the Holy Ghoſt in having ſuch ex- 
cc perience recorded, is, that Chriſtians may read 
«© their characters, in the language of David, to the 
te world's end.” Thus, reader, David's reſolution 
and confeſſion are called experience; and afterward, 
this experience is called David's language, in which 
_ Chriſtians are to read their own characters to the 
world's end. Tim. makes no difference between 
word and power, though one is life, and the other 
is wind, Experience, reader, conſiſts in the remiſ- 
fion of ſin, and the beſtowment of peace; in deli- 
verance from bondage, and being brought into li- 


berty; 
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berty; in delivering from the curſe of the Law, and 
receiving life in Chriſt by the Goſpel; in being de- 
livered from enmity, and laviſh fear; and being 
bleſſed with the Spirit of Love, which reconciles the 
ſoul to God. This is experience which worketh 
hope, and this work of experience is God's work; 
but reſolutions and confeſſions are not experience; 
nor are they God's works, but the performances of 
men. Thus much for Timothy's non-ſenſe upon 
this text. 


| Qvor.—P. 104. Fooliſhvirgins may arrive at the theory 
cc of religion; but the experimental knowledge of this text 
« js a leflon which God himſelf can only teach.“ 


Ausw. If the fooliſh virgins arrived at the theory 
of religion, they have greatly outſailed Timothy; 
for he has loſt his point, and is quite out of ſound- 
ings. But the concluſion is, the experimental 
ec knowledge of this text is a leſſon which God 

« himſelf can only teach; the ſenſe of which is, that 
God himſelf can teach no more than the experimen- 
tal knowledge of that one text. 


Qpor.—P. 105. © Why art thou eſteeming it ſo great 
„ a favour to be enabled to believe? Though it may be 
« but at ſome particular ſeaſons thou haſt been helped, in 
« ſome meaſure, to adopt the words of the Pfa!miſt— 
« had fainted, unleſs I had believed, to ſee the goodneſs f | 


„ the Lord in the land of the living. Thoſe who eſteem it 
« Ee. 
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6 ſuch an infinite mercy to be helped to believe, are true 
ve behevers,” 


Axsw. Timothy's Chriſtian hath not been ena» 
bled to believe; for his faith has never been diſco- 
vered nor defcribed, nor has one act of faith been 
put forth in ajl the regions that Timothy has led 
him through. And as for Tim.'s Chriſtian's ſeeing 
the goodneſs of the Lord, this is a contradiction of what 
went beſore; namely, an acknowledgment that God 
had not given Timothy and his Chriſtian eyes 10 ſee. 
Nor are thoſe true believers, ©* who eſteem it ſuch 
*« a mercy to be helped to believe.” A hypocrite 
may ſee this Belp in another, while himſelf is de- 
ſtitute of faith: the fooliſh virgins ſaw the faith of 
the wiſe, and begged a ſhare of their oil, eſteem- 
ing it the greateſt of mercies; but themſelves were 
not true believers, | 


QueT.—P. 1o5.“ What unregenerate man is ani- 
* mated by beholding that there is in Chriſt all that a poor 
« ſoul can poſſibly need? It is the child of God only that 


« defires nothing ſo much as to be aſſured that brit is 
« his.“ 


Axsw. Balaam was animated by beholding what 
there i is in Chriſt, when he ſpeaks of the ſhout of 
a king in the camp of Iſrael, the ſafety and bleſſing 
of them that put their truſt in him, and wiſhed to 
die the death of ſuch. Nor are they all children of 
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God, whey deſire nothing ſo much as to be aſſured 
Chriſt is their's. The Hot h ful defireth, and hath no- 
thing. Some would give all the ſubſtance of their 
houſe for the love of Chriſt ; and others ſhall not 
only deſire him, but they ſhall ſeek him, But never 
find him: and others ſhall pray“ Lord! Lord! 
* open to us!” which ſhews the intenſeneſs of their 
deſires, and yet they will never be admitted to the 
participation of Chriſt's love. This is another falſe 
evidence, Timothy. 


Qpor.—P. 105. © Ts it not evident, to a demonſtra- 
tion, that to the unconverted man, he is as a root out of 


4 à dry ground? There is nothing i in Chriſt that appears 


« deſirable to him.” 


Answ. Chriſt is a root out of a dry ground to 
the converted, as well as to the unconverted ; for 
although he is the living and life-giving root, that 
gives life and being to all creatures, and that gives 


| ſpiritual and everlaſting life; yet, as touching bis 


manhood, and the human nature from whence he 
ſprung, he is a living root out of a dry and barren 
ground, as all human nature, in it's fallen ſtate, is. 
And if there is nothing in Chriſt that is deſirable 
to the unconverted mas, how comes it to paſs that 
ſo many ſhall /e him, and not find him? Yea, 
many ſhall ſeek to enter into his preſence by the 
ſtrait gate, and ſhall not be able; and others 
ſhall knock, and call too, and yet be rejected. 


QuoT., 
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Quor.—P. 105. « There is nothing i in which Satan 


ce tempts a . foul more, than i in the method of ſeeking for 
6 aſſurance.” Wl 


Answ. Yes, there is. Satan tempts and per- 
plexes the believer more about his /on/b7P, than he 
does about the. aſſurance of faith. God has many 
children in the faith, who are ſeldom bleſſed witli 
the full aſſurance of faith; and, if the devil does 
tempt the ſoul about aſſurance, ſure I am that he 
never perplexes the weakling more than when he 
tempts him to hear preachers, and read authors, 
upon the ſubject of aſſurance, who themſelves are de- 


ſtitute of faith. 


Qvor.—P. 105. © As he is particularly averſe to the 
tt believer's being in the poſſeſſion of ſuch a pearl as aſſur- 
&© ance, he practiſes all his cunning to prevent his obtain- 
«ng it. 95 


Answ. And never does Satan practiſe more cun- 
ning than when he appears in long bands, long 
robes, and a white wig, leading the unwary ſoul to 
affect his falſe inſtrument, and reſt in a falſe evi- 
dence, which is truſting in a lie. In this way Sa- 
tan beguiled the Iſraelites, by the inſtrumentality of 
his falſe prophets; and brought the poor deluded. 
| wretches. to credit their report, and to hope for the 
confirmation of their predictions, when there was 
no more truth in their prophecies than there is in 

Timothy's 
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Timothy's evidences. Satan does uſe all his tunniny, 

(as our friend Timothy ſays) but then it is by falſe 

teachers: hence they are compared to foxes, which is : 

one of the cunningeſt creatures among all the tribe | 
of vermin. O Iſrael, thy prophets are like the foxes in 

« thedeſarts. They have ſeen vanity, and lying di- 

« yination, ſaying, The Lord faith; and the Lord 

te hath not ſent them: and they have made others 
e to hope that they would confirm the word,” EH. 

Xiii. 4. 6. This hope of Iſrael, and the faith of 

Timothy's Chriſtian, bear one and the ſame famp; 

and I am ſure, their evidences, and themſelves, will 

never be confirmed by the God of heaven, only by 

the god of this world. | 


Quor 1 106. „ Thoſe who ſeek it any other wa 
« than that which the Holy Ghoſt has n are . 
© to experience great perplexities. 


Answ. And ſure I am, that thoſe who ſeek the 
aſſurance of faith among Timothy's evidences, will | 
be perplexed enough. I would ſay to ſuch, Why | | 

eek ye the living among the dead? nder is not 
here, nor it never was. 


Quor.—P. 106. « Many, who have had great erpe. 

* rience, have been kept much in the dari the greateſt part 
« of their travel, on account of their want of knowledge 
ho this is obtained.“ 


ANSW. 
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Axsw. Perſons who have had a great experience, 
muſt have ſome knowledge of God's: fulfillins the 
good pleaſure of his will in them, and the work of 
faith with porver; or elſe their experience is no- 
thing worth. And ſuch as have experienced this, 
are ſure to be brought to know, and feel too, that 
aſſurance does not ſpring from themſelves, but that 
it is obtained by the donation of God, who 5s the 
giver of every good and every perfect gift. But Timo- 
thy's * man of great experience has been kept much 
« in the dark almoſt through all his travel; 
which ſerves to ſhew us, that the faith of this man 
is not like the faith of God's elect : For thoſe that 
believe in Feſus ſhall not abide in darkneſs, but they 
ſhall have the hight of Life. The word travel wants 
an explanatory note. 


G 106. « Some have been tempted to look for 
d extraordinary viſions this is frequently occaſioned by hear- 

« ing ſome poor deceived creature tell ſomething of the marvel= 
« Jous, in order to make others admire them as Heaven 5 
2 favourites. 


Answ. © Some have been tempted to look for 

« vifons.” Here Timothy frankly owns, that he and 
bis Chriſtian are both of tbe world; for Chriſt ſays, The 
world ſeeth me no more, but ye ſee me; then there muſt 
be viſion, or they could not ſee him any more than the 
world. And he adds, I will manifeſt myſelf to them 
that thou hath given me out of the world; though he 
doth 
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doth not to Timothy. The world ſetth ine no more, 


but ye ſee me; and, becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo, 
Here is both light and life: ye Tee me, and ſhall live, 
God ſays, Your old men ſhall dream dreams, and your 
Joung men ſball ſee vistoxs; and I will $KEW wor- 
DERS in ihe beavens above, and in the earth beneath, 
But then theſe dreams, viſions, and wonders, are 
* only to be ſeen by thoſe ſervants and handmaids 
«© upon whom God pours out his Spirit,” Joel, ii, 
28, 29. But, as Timothy and his Chriſtian have 
not ſeen the Saviour, they cannot have this Spirit; 
it muſt, therefore, be as Tim, ſays, nothing but a 
temptation of the devil that has led his Chriſtian to 
look for vifions. But we are informed, that * this 
« temptation was occaſioned by hearing ſome poor 
© creature tell ſomething of the marvellous.” This 
curious phraſe “ ſomething of the marvellous'— 


wants Timothy's note, or comment, more than the 


Bible does. But they are poor deceived creatures 
who have ſeen and told theſe vi/ons : ſuch poor 
_ creatures as Abraham, en the plains of Mamre ; Lot, 
at the gates of Sodom; Jacob, at Bethel; Moſes, 
at the buſh; the Seventy Elders, in the wilderneſs; 
Joſbua, in the plains of Jericho; whole families, at 
Bochim; Gideon, in the barn's-floor ; Manoab and 
his wife, in-the corn-field; David, in the floor of 
Atad; Solomon, in Gibeon ; Jaiab, when he ſaw his 
glory; Daniel, by the river Chebar ; Fob, when his 
eyes ſaw the Lord; Ezekiel, in Babylon; the three 
diſciples, 
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diſciples, on the mount; the five handred brethren, 
at once; Paul, who was born out of due time and 
Mr. Hart alſo, whom Timothy ſucceeded; and, in- 
deed, the vin and light of faith, in all the elect 
of God, mikes the whole church of the living God 
to conſiſt of © thele Poor deceived erthrafe. who 
te have told Jomething of the marvellous,” in order 
te to make others admire them as Heaven's favour- 
te jtes. However, to give the devil his due, we 
muſt clear our friend Timothy from all charge of 
ſteing viſſons + this appears by his confuſion in every 
page; therefore; he cannot ſay it is a precious thing 
for his eyes to behold the ſun. Notwithſtanding 
Timothy s contempt of vifions, * Thus faith the 
Lord God: Woe unto the fooliſh prophets that 
tt follow their own ſpirit, and have ſeen nothing,” . 
Ezek. Kili. 3. Where there is no viſion, ſays God, 
the people periſh, Prov. Axix. 18. If this be true, 
what is to become of Timothy s Chriſtian? and, if 
Timothy has had no viſan, what is to become of 
him, and thoſe who attend his miniſtry? Where there. 
is no von, the people periſh. And ſure I am, that 
thoſe who have no open viſion in this world, will 
have an awful one in the next; I mean, when the 
blind have led the blihd, till they both fall into the 
ditch: Then they will lift up fbeir eyes in bell, and ſee 
our ſpiritual Abraham afar off, and the Elec of God 
in his boſom—and let INIT and * Timorous Soul 


to this. 1 
H por, 
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of Qv6or.—P:- 106. „ Others have, for years together, 
& gefuſod taking the leaſt comfort to themſelves,” becauſe they 
E; haye not experienced ſuch, ſeaſons of joy Prone have heard 


Dee 11 70 4 


Aude, 17 T 1 5 Chrilliats have ref ifed to 
| take. the leaft 6 comfort to themſelves for gears together, 
it is becauſe ſuch as Timothy (and not God) have 
tendered comfort to them; and it is a proof alſo, 
chat God does not own, bleſs, or make application 

the tenders of any ſuch miſerable comforters. This 

obſervation and confeſſion of Timothy' 8. ſerves to 
Ea us that his preaching has been in 'vain, 
and that, his Chriſtian's faith is vain—like people, 
like prieſt: So I bebeld the tears of ſuch as were op- 
preſſed, "and they had no comforter ; and on the fide of 
their oppreſors there was power, but they bad no con. 
forter-: Ben T praiſed the dead more _ * li ving, 
Ecel. Iv, 3, 2, 


a 421 my oy + 


QP. 106. Thoſe who have Aditi very 
c uncommon maniſeſtations of Divine Love, ought to be very 
& aA hb _ pak of theſe before weak Chriſtians,” 
9 LT whole ach tells us, chat God appear- 
ed of old unto her; ſaying, © Yea, I have loved thee 
ec with an everlaſting love. And Paul and John make 
their holy boaſt of it, and triumph in it; and ſure I am, 
this will never hurt real believers: it may provake 


them to jealouſy, and to emulation; and may ſerve to 


- . * 
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add diligence to their ſearches, and fervods to their 
prayers, which will only help them to find Chriſt - 
the ſooner, and to Prize him the more when they have 
found him. It is the fox, the hypocrite in Zion, 
who is wrapped up in his ſheep-ſkin as ſnug as a 
bug in a rug, that cannot bear to hear of the 
manifeſtations of Divine Love. This lays him open: 
he ſpurns at the muſick and dancing, and is as «ES 
rate at Love as Timothy is at Y:/on. 


QuoT.—P. 106 and 107. While. one has been gra- 
« tifying his own pride in relating ſomething of the remark- 
« able joys he has been indulged with, another has been, 
« at the ſame time, drawing the moſt gloomy conclu- 
4 ſions.“ | 


| Auswe This was verified. in the elder fon, at 
the return of the prodigal; and in Joſeph's bre- 
thren, at the hearing of his dreams; and in Paul's 
countrymen, at the hearing of his converſion; and in 
Stephen's accuſers, at the ſound of his voice, and the 
rays of his face; and, likewiſe, in our friend Timo- 
thy, at the hearing of viſions. Nevertheleſs, we 
muſt do as the poor Gaderene was ordered to do: Go 
into the city, and tell how great things Jeſus bas done 
for us, and how he has had mercy on us—whether 
Timothy and his Chriſtian will hear, or whether they 
will forbear; for we cannot but ſpeak the things 
that we have heard and ſeen. And thus faith the 
Lord: Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and perifh,. 

H 2 + FP 
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for I work a work in your days, a ork aka ou 
ſhall in no wiſe believe, thaugh it be told you. Which 
work is not the work of creation, nor the work of 
redemption, but the work of faith in the heart, 
Paul's audience on the ſtairs of the caſtle, when he 
ſpake of the power and grace of God in his con- 
verſion, drew very melancholy and dreadful conclu- 
ſions; crying out, Away with ſuch a fellow from the 
earth, for it is not fit that be ſhould live. 


| Quor,—P. 107. 4 The language of this text fl will go 
ce in the ſtrength of the Lord God, &c.] is the univerki 
& experience of all Chriſtians.” 


Answ. The laſt uſe that was made of this text 
was, that Chriſtians ſhould read their characters in 
it to the world's end. But now the language of 
Davids, in this reſolvtion, contains the univerſal ex- 
perience of all Chriſtians; ſo that, to go in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, and to make mention of his 
righteouſneſs, is at once to graſp the univerſal ex- 
perience of all ſaints and all fouls. Thus Timothy 
has wound up the whole ſkein into one ball: how- 
ever, the Chriſtian will want to experience ſome 
light as well as ſupport, and ſome comfort as. well 
as ſtrength; ſtrength will make the Chriſtian ſtand, 
but love will make him run, fight, and conquer 


doo. | a 
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QuoT.—P. 109, „ Though they are hoping, that ſuch 
« ftrength as their neceſſities call for, ſhall be afforded 
them, yet they find as abſolute a neceſſity to apply to 
« God for affiſtance, to help them to lay hold on a promiſe, 
as ſtrength to go through the difficulty,” 


Answ, Here Timothy tells us, that they want 
help to lay hold on a promiſe: I think they want 


the word of God to come with power in the Holy 


Ghoſt, and with much aſſurance. The Lord of 
Life muſt ſpeak the word home to the heart, ſo as 


for the ſheep to hear his voice and live. Faith 


comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God, 
(but not by ſuch preaching as Timothy's) and the 
word muſt dwell richly in the faint; it muſt be 
rooted in an honeſt and a good heart, and this good 
thing muſt be kept by the Holy Ghoſt which dwel- 


leth in us. The words of the wiſe are as goads, and 


as nails faſtened by the maſter of aſſemblies. This 


bold, 


Quor, —P. 107. Theſe are /e leſs the carnalare wholly 


ignorant of.” 


Answ. The carnal are ignorant of Timothy's 4% 


ſons; and he might in truth have added, © fo are 


* the ſpiritual alſo:” for I am ſure, that all the 


Goſpel Miniſters in the world, and all the children] 
of God, put them all together, could never fix the 


= Jienſe 


nailing and faſtening is better than Timothy's hand- 


1 
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ſenſe of Timothy in his leſſons; and the reaſon is, 
becauſe there is no ſenſe to fix. And ſure I am, that 
the Author cannot help us out; for he has told us, 
that he is at the greateſt uncertainty in ſpiritual 
things; and, where all is uncertain, nothing can be 
ſure, 


QvoT.—P. 107. © None could mention, with pro- 
« priety, their going in the ſtrength of the Lord, without 
« ſome humble hope, that God would graciouſly afford 
s them his afliſtance, and the words imply as much : —_ 
E& rence increaſes this hope.” 


Answ. Our friend Timothy does not underſtand 
his text. He ſends his Chriſtian forth, © in humble 
5 hope that God will afford him aſſiſtance, which 
is, hope of future aid; for what is ſeen is not hope. 
And he tells us, that the text implies as much; 
that is, it implies hope of future aſſiſtance: but l 
think David had got that ſtrength in poſſeſſion, 
that Tim.'s Chriſtian has in hope. I will go in the 
ce ſtrength of the Lord God.” It does not ſay, that he 
went forth in expectation of it, but he went forth 
in it, in the poſſeſſion of it. Experience increaſes 
“% this hope,” we are told. The plain Engliſh of 
this myſtery amounts to this. Timothy's Chriſtian 
tc goes forth in humble hope of future aſſiſtance ; this 
« is implied in the text:” and, when he gets this 
expected aſſiſtance, 5 it is experience which in- 

creaſes 
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creaſes his hope. But then I ſhould be glad to 
know, (as it is experience that worketb hope) what! 
that experience was that wrought his humble hope: 
in him, before he went forth at firſt. Our Author 
can give no anſwer to this queſtion, Reader; and, 
where there 1s nothing to be had, the king muſt loſe: 
his right. 


QuoT.,—P, 107.. This is not the language of a Chriſ- 
« tian, at his firſt entering into the field, but of thoſe who 
« have been taught more leſſons than the A, B, "Wag of 
« chriſtianity,” | 


Answ. Here, Reader, we have got fighting, and 
ſchooling, weapons, and horn-book, all together. 
Timothy's Chriſtian goes forth into the field of 
battle, which requires ſome ſcientifick ne | 

and then returns to learn his alphabet. 


QuoT.—P. 108. Thoſe who have frequently experi- 
« enced help in difficulty, m_— like Samuel, ſet up theſe 
« flones of E benezer. i ; 


Answ. T hat wants a note. Ebenezer ſignifies the 
Stone of Help. To ſet up ſtones, of ſtones of help, 
is ſuch nonſenſe as ill becomes a commentator on 
the Bible. 2 


QuoT,—-P. 108. © Carnal and unregenerate men will 
“ no more plead nor live upon the word of God, than the 
deadin their tombs.“ | | 
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- Answ. C mal and unregenerate, are ſy non}. 
mous terms; . and , are . 


Quor.—P. 109. « The Chriſtian finds, by experience, 
ce that thoſe are very unſuitable companions for him, whoſe 
de hardneſs and ignorance "y be known by their ſpirit, and 
& even felt in their words.“ | 


Axsw. Timothy knows the fruit by the tree, and 
not the tree by it's fruit. The hardneſs and igno- 
france of a man may be known by his ſpirit,” inſtead 
of his /pirit being known by his hardneſs and igno- 
rance; * and may be felt in his words; “it ſhould 
have been by his words, I think the above hardy, | 
ignorant perſon, has ere now dealt ſome reproof to 
gur Author, which has been attended with ſome 
ſharpneſs; for it flicks in his ſtomach to this 
day. 


QuorT.—P. _ 46 Thoſe only are wiſe who are Jed. 
& us over their oon _— 


| Axsw. bs hey are wiſer by far, who know the 
pardon of their own fins. The former are wiſe to 
ſuſpicion, the latter are wiſe to ſalvation. 


Qpor.—P. 110. That knowlege which the believer 
<« has of the impoſſibility of his ſtanding in his own ſtrength, 
is not mere theory, but a real ſenſe of his weakneſs, and 
| | « that 
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te that „ dearly bought, by ignorantly attempting 
to go in his own ſtrength,” 


Answ, And he muſt have a ſenſe of God's power 
as well as of his own weakneſs, or elſe Satan will 
hold him captive, I wiſh our friend Timothy's 
ſenſe of feeling were but as keen as my eye-/ight ; for 
Jam ſure that I can /ze his weakneſs, but I doubt 
he never „elt it; if he did, I think he would never 
attempt to preach or write again, However, as yet 
he has come forth in his own ſtrength, to all intents 
and pyrpoſes; for there is not the leaſt weight of 
God's power, either in truth or argument, nor any 
deſcription of it, as ever felt or experienced by 
Timothy. His doctrine runs one way, and he 
another; he is enforcing Divine Power, by argu- 
ments that are pregnant with nothing but human 
weakneſs; and, while he is debaling human frailty 
in his chriſtians, he exhibits nothing but human 
frailty in himſelf. 


Quor.—P, 110. This is not to be wondered at, if 
« we conſider, that ſuch men are wholly ignorant of the 
« ſpirituality of God's Law, by which the believer judges 
« of himſelf.” 


Answ. The chief work of a behever lies in 
working out his own ſal vation, in proving himſelf 
whether he be in the faith, and in making his cal- 
ling and election ſure; and, if he goes to the Law 

to 
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to judge of biniſelf | in theſe matters, he is likely to 
come away with his matters undecided; for election 
and calling, faith and ſal vation, are not of the Law, 
nor is the Law a proper THE (OK to try the Chriſ- 
tian's faith in Chriſt by. The phraſe, © Judge of 

« himſelf,” wants a note. = : 


QvorT.—P. 111. The longer the Chriſtian is ſpared, - 
* the more he feels the neceſſity he ſtands in of that per- 
4 fe& robe which covers all his defects, and that righteouſ- 
< neſs in which he ſees he magnifies the law, and makes it 
« honourable,” 


Ausw. This robe, and this righteouſneſs, like 
Pharoah's dream, is. one and the ſame thing, there- 
fore. the copulative and, ſhould be left out; but 
the believer, by putting this robe on, or by wearing 
it, does not magnify the Law, nor make it honour- 
able. This was done already to his hand. This 
work was compleated by the Saviour, and the glory 
of it he will never give to another. Beſides, put- 
ting Chriſt's righteouſneſs on, and walking in it, is 

not a work of the Law, but a work of faith; and 

therefore muſt be tried, not by the Rule of works, 

but by the Rule of faith. If an eminent maſter 
taylor was to make a handſome coat, with the beſt 
of workmanſhip, and give it to our friend Timothy ; 
his putting it on, and wearing it, can never be 
called making | it: it would be falſhood i in him, and 
8 ingratitude 
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ingratitude to his benefactor, to aſſert any ſuch 
thing; and fo it is here. Chriſt alone magnified the 
Law, and made it honourable, by which a righte- 
ouſneſs was wrought out that God accepted, and 
to us God imputes it; the Spirit ſhews it to us; and 
Faith puts it on; by which the righteouſneſs of the 
Law is fulfilled in us: but it never was, nor can be, 
magnified by us. | 


QuoT.—P.' 111, © It is highly agreeable to God, for 
« Chriſtians to ſpeak freely of thoſe things to their fellow= 
« travellers. David, the man after God's own heart, could 
« ſay, Come, ye that fear the Lord, and 1 will tell you what © 
« he hath done for my ſoul.” 


Answ. I wiſh our friend Timothy would ſet the 
example, and tell us what the Lord hath done for 
him: but there is not one hint dropped of this 
throughout both his volumes ; and no wonder, for 
where nothing 1s done or faid, nothing can be told 
without wilog * 


Quor.—P. 112. „ When thoſe who are advanced in 
$ life, and grown in grace, freely mention their difficulties, 
« and eſpecially thoſe which they have met with from their 
« own hearts, it has been of the greateſt encouragement to 
„ others,” 


Ausw. Our friend is more fond of hearing mourn- 
ing and woe than he is of piping and dancing. 
John's 


124 THE BARBER, 


John's miniſtry ſuits him better than that of the 
Saviour: but the lively Chriſtian will not imitate 
him; for he had rather ſpeak of the goodneſs of 
God to his ſoul, than tell of the difficulties he has 
met with from his own heart; he had rather have 
the Phyſician uppermoſt in his thoughts, than his 
ſtinking wounds, 

QuvoT.—P. 112. © But this is far from being the caſe, 
« when a man boaſts of his experience, to gain applauſe, and 
« to make the ignorant wonder, and even to make the timo- 
c rous look upon themſelves as nothing, when compared 
« with ſuch highly- -favoured beings as they imagine 2 8 4-8 

« to be.” 


Axsw. Our friend can never touch upon expe- 
rience, without being like Daniel's © he-goat moved 
* with choler:” and no wonder, for à graceleſs 
preacher can never love nor like a gracious pro- 
feſſor; for theſe are the only people that can ſee 
through them, diſcover them, and expoſe them to 
others. Bur © this experience,” Tim ſays, © is all 
* imagined.” However, a man's own experience is 
his teſtimony. Paul's experience of receiving Chriſt 
at his converſion, was his qualification for the mi- 
niſtry, the baſis of his doctrine, and his witneſs for 

eſus in every court of judicature; and he that is 
deſtitute of it, is without Chriſt in the world, 
| and 
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and has no other witneſs than what is given by 
fools. 


Qvor.—P. 112. © How oſten do we ſee ſuch blazing 
« ſtars fall from a ſtation, which appeared by far the moſt 
e lofty in the religious horizon, down into the dreadful 

% quagmire of fin; and, in that ſtate, both live and 
* | 


Answ. If it is experience that throws theſe flars 
down from their horizon, our friend Timothy will 
go nigh to ſtand his ground; for there is no 
experience comes from his heart, nor the common 
theory of it from his head. He may fall like a thief 
in the candle ; but he will never fall like a Har, for 
n no light in him. | 


Gr —P. 113. As the proud boaſting of ſuch 
« diſtreſſes many, ſo their fall ſhocks many more, and fils 
them with dread and horror.” . 


Answ. According to Timothy's account, theſe 
experimental ſouls have (like Sampſon) killed more 
at their death, than they did in their life: © telling 
te their. experience diſtreſſed many; and “ their 
&© falling away ſhocked more.” This falſe repre- 
ſentation of the final apoſtacy of experimental Chriſ- 
tians, is intended to prejudice the minds, and bar 
the ears, of ignorant perſons, againſt every miniſter 

| that 
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that enforces and inſiſts upon the vital power ok 


e 


Quyor. —P. 11 3. t is God's determination, that no 
ce fleſh ſhall glory in his preſence.” 


Afsw, Has God determined that 50 than {hall 
tell his experience, nor glory in his goodneſs, when 
felt. and enjoyed? God has determined no ſuch 
thing. Thus ſaith the Lord: Let not the wiſe man 
glory in his wwiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory 


| in his might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches; 


but let bim that glorietb, glory in this, that he under- 


fandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, which 
_ exerciſe loving- kindneſs, Judgment, and righteouſneſs, 


in the earth : for in theſe things I delight, faith the 
Lord, Jer. ix. 23, 24. This is a divine grant to the 
experimental Chriſtian, and to no other; © who is 
& 7o glory in this,” that be underſlands and knows 
God, by the pardon of his fins, by the ſupport of 
his hand, and by God's love ſhed abroad in his 
heart; and that © he is the Lord,” which delivers 


him from the cruel dominion of all other lords, and 


reigns and rules in his heart; and that ©, exerciſes 
ce loving-kindneſs,” in forgiving our iniquities, and 


healing all our diſeaſes; and who © exerci iſes judg- 
e ment,” for all that are oppreſſed, and upon the un- 
godly, in the behalf of his cauſe and thoſe that fa 
vour it; © and righteouſnefs,” in the condemnation 


of 
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of ſinners, in the juſtification of his ſaints, and in 
his correcting them for their good. 


1 


Qvor.—P. 113. © So diametrically oppoſite are weak 
« chriſtians to theſe; that I have frequently ſeen ſuch of ſo 
« timid a diſpoſition, that they have been afraid even to 
« mention'thoſe very comforts which e could not deny 
« having received.“ * 


Answ, If Timothy's weak Chriſtians v were of that 
number, in whoſe hearts the Lord had ordained 
ftrength to perfect praiſe, that he might ſtil} the 
enemy and the avenger, they would ſcarcely have 
been able to have kept matters in their own breaſt. 
The higb-prieſt, as well as Timothy, charged the 
Lord's diſciples to hold their peace about the ex- 
perience of power; but the Saviour anſwered,” * If 
* 'theſe hold their peace, the ſtones would imme- 
te diately cry out: and no wonder, when the Lord 
had ordained ſtrength (in theſe infant's weakneſs) to 
perfect praiſe. Timothy's weakling cannot be a 
free · born citizen of Zion, becauſe he is not joyful 
in his King; nor can he be a good ſoldier of Jeſus, 
becauſe he is not valiant for truth; but a dumb man, 
in whoſe mouth are no reproofs. He that tells 
others what God has done for his ſoul, confeſſes 
Jeſus before men, and him will Chriſt confeſs be- 
fore his Father, and before his angels; but Tim. “s 
Chriſtian is a lent Rn; alone on the houſe-rop, 
4 We 
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and all for the want of that © water that makes the 
« lame man leap as an hart, and the bed of the 
« dumb to fing. 


- QuoT.-P a F 13. ec Satan may be compared to thoſe 

« hardened wretches who live near to the ſea- coaſts, and 
« hang out falſe lights on the ſurrounding hills, on purpoſe 
4 to miſlead the unwary mariner, in order to entich them- 
« ſelves with the ſpoils of a ſhipwreck.” 


Anxsw. Our friend (as he has deſcribed himſelf) 
muſt unavoidably be one of theſe falſe lights, for 
he calls them poor deceived creatures, that have ſeen 
viſions; and, as he would hardly rank himſelf among 
theſe poor creatures, we muſt conclude, that God 
bath not ſbined into his heart, to give him the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Feſus 
Chriſt. He muſt, conſequently, be ſtill in the 
dark, for it is only in God's light that we ſee light j 
and it is viſible that Timothy's writing and preach- 
ing is not ſowing light for the rigbteous, nor gladneſs 
for the upright in heart: and the reaſon is, becauſe 
this prophet finds no viſion from the Lord, (Lam. ii. 9.) 
therefore, he:muſt ſpeak a viſion out of bis own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the Lord, Jer. xxiil 
16. And what can ſuch perſons be, but what the 
Serjprures call wandering ſtars ? | 


'Quor.—P. 113. — be will in 


« art to perplex and diſtreſs Chriſt's lambs ; and, if poſſible, 
£c make 


THE BARBER: „ 
tt make all thoſe ſuffer ſhi pwreck who have ſet fail for the 


« heavenly, world.” „ 


Axsw. And if men have not, in the open viſion 
of faith, been enlightened into the myſteries of the 
kingdom, I cannot ſee how they can feed the ſeep, 
or lambs either. They cannot be paſtors after God's 
own heart, becauſe ſuch' are to feed his people with 
knowledge and underſtanding. But Timothy has 
no viſion; the Sun of righteouſneſs (according to 
his own account) has not 6 on him: and, if 
he has not found acceſs to God, under the light of 
his countenance, how can he lead the flock in and 
out, ſo as to find paſture? And what ſervice is a 
blind watchman, or a ſhepherd that cannot under- 


ſtand? Iſai. Ivi. 10, 11. However, if Timothy's 


Chriſtian ſhould make ſhipwreck, who is fooliſh 
enough to embark for heaven in his evidences,” he 
could not be charged with making ſhiptoreck of faithz 
for mere is, nothing like faith in them. 


Quor.—P. 113. © All this proves the neceſſity there 
« js for gracious perſons to be well acquainted with the 
« word of God; and to pay more regard to the experience 
ce therein recorded, than to any thing * may hear from 


poor miſtaken mortals. 5. r 


"4 2 * ern 
4X; 3 . 
"- ** . Fr. „ . 


Axsw. Well dope, Hnothy K never 9 — foot 
this Rule. When you mention experience, always 


e it with final apoſtacy; ind, when the 5 
| | 0 


4 14 
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of faith falls in your way, call the poſſeſfors of ir 
poor deceived creatures, and all that preach it, * poor 
<. miſtaken mortals; and, by ſpitting upon every 
; 40 ſpark that comes from the altar of burnt- offering, 
4 you will be the better able to walk in the light 
< of your own fire, and in the ſparks that you 
« have kindled,”” Jai. v. 11. It is needful, 2 
Timothy obſerves, that a Chriſtian, ſhould be well 
acquainted with the word of God; but he is likely 
to remain as dark in the myſtery. as the Ethiopian 
eunucb, unleſs ſome brighter light chan Timothy gi 
up into the chariot and guide bim. 


Qpor.— P. 114. * The feelings of the believer, which 

44 may be diſcerned in this Scripture; which is, FI will go 

in the ſtrength of the Lord God, &c.] will be found a 

<< true light to many, while the fancied experience of ſome 

* will be to the unwary as the ignis fewer, which endan- 
< gen the lives of thoſe it leads aſtray.” 


Axsw. Various are the revolutions that tH text 
has . ſuſtained, and various are the good purpoſes 
David's:re/olution bas anſwered. Firſt, * It con- 
* tains a choice experience for thoſe who went 
<« forth, hoping for future aſſiſtance, which hope is 
© implied in the text. Secondly, It is for Chriſ- 
« tians to read their characters in even to the world's 
© end,” Thirdly, It is © the univerſal experience 
« of all Chriſtians.” Fourthly, The feelings of 
4 a believer may be diſcerned in this Scripture.” 
And, 
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And, Fifthly, © It will be a true light to many, when 
« the fancied experience of ſome will be to the 
e unwary as the ignis fatuus— Will- o -the-wiſp, or 
60 Jack-o-lanthern—which endangers the lives of 
« thoſe it leads aſtray.” Who could think, that the 
reſolution of one ſaint could perform ſo much, and 
Timothy perform ſo little? However, we may 
here perceive what Tim. means by experience: he 
means nothing by it, but the deſcription of it in 
the letter of Scripture, not as felt in the heart; for 
power felt, is fancied experience; viſion, is deception; 
and feeling, is the miſtate of poor mortals. How- 
ever, Timothy 1s not one of thoſe burning and ſhin- 
ing lights which ſhine in viſion, for he has not caſt 
one ray of light upon any one text that he has 
mangled. Nor can we call him one of the experi- 
mental ones, who is acquainted with power: it is zruly 
the ſpeech of one that is puffed up, and . 
elſe. 


Quor.—P. 114. When I am weak, then am I ftrong. 
« The true believer has not only an underſtanding of the 
« method of ſalvation given to him, but ſuch an acquaint- 
« ance with Scripture as is peculiar to thoſe who are taught 
e of God,” 1 


Answ. Then our friend Timothy is not one of 
God's pupils, for: he has not deſcribed one true 
notion of the method of ſalvation; and, as to Timo- 
thy and the Scriptures, they ſeem to be utter ſtran- 

1 gers 
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gers to each other. There is not any underſtanding, 
acquaintance, familiarity, or ' Intimacy, between 


them: one would be ready to conclude, that ow; 
had never ſeen each other before. * 


„per-. 1158. This Wandel of Toicitual weak. 
« neſs Paul -bimſelf lived a total ſtranger to before his 


«converſion ; and, were all the children of God to keep 
K a diſtinct idea how ignorant they once were of themſelves, 


«-it would be a proof to them, that their having now an 


4 underſtanding of the Seripture, is an evidence Fo ſbiritual 
cc Life. 95 ; 


„Av. This is . pillow, to bolſter up and 
eſtabliſh the hypocrite in Zion; for Paul declares, 


that a man may have all knowledge, and underſtand 
all myſteries, and have all faith, ſo as to remove 

mountains, and to ſpeak with the tongue of men and 
angels, and yet be nothing but ſounding braſs, or a 


tinkling cymbal, or, as he elſewhere explains it, be 
nothing but an inſtrument wwithour life, giving 


ſound. [Underſtanding is a proof and evidence to 
Tim. 's Chriſtian of divine life; but Paul's hypo- 
_ . crite goes three ſteps beyond him, and has u0 life 


at all. Either Paul deceives us, or Timothy tells 


Qvor. 116. “ Many have called in queſtion the truth 
of their faith, becauſe they have found it fail them in times 
* of her greats, need. 


ANsw. 


THE BARBER, 133 


Answ. If faith fails in times of greateſt need, 
there is juſt ground to call it in queſtion, and to 
reject it too, as the vain confidence of a hypocrite; 
for the faith of God's Elett never fails: it is main- 
tained by the Spirit of God, and ſupported by the 
interceſſion of Chriſt, 7 have proyed pes thee, that 
thy faith fail not. 


QvoT.—P. 116. © This ſenſe of weakneſs is a greater 
« evidence of genuine faith than that which thoſe have, who 
« paſs on year after year, and are utter ſtrangers to them- 
« ſelves, and their own inability to ſtand in a time of dif- 
« 1 7 


Axsw. It is impoſſible char any perſon, who is 
an utter ſtranger to himſelf, and to bis own inability, 
can have any evidence at all of genuine faith; and 
Tim.'s Chriſtian, whoſe great evidence of faith 
ſprings from a ſenſe of his own weakneſs, or of 
his faith failing him in times of greateft need, has no 
more faith, or ſeripturat evidence of faith, than the 
other.. 


Quor, —ÞP. 116. © Such perſons appear to be, accord- 
« ing to Paul's expreffion, baſtards, and not ſons ; to be, 
<«< then, wholly inſenſible of our weakneſs, is a mark of a 


« hypocrite,” 


Answ. In this, reader, Timothy ſhews us a my- 
5 The myſtery is this: Here is a Chriſtian, 


(for 2 


„ 


888 
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(for ſuch Timothy calls him) © whoſe faith fails 

e him in times of greateſt need.” This Chriſtian 
is compared to another Chriſtian, who is wholly 
ignorant of himſelf. Tim.'s Chriſtian has the 
greateſt evidence of the two; which great evidence of 


genuine faith ſprings. from it's failing in times of 


greateſt need. And the concluſion is this: he who 
is not ſenſible of his weakneſs, or whoſe faith doth 


not fail, is a baſtard, and not a ſon; for, if faith fail 
not, © its the mark of a hypocrite.” Faith, fail. 


ing in times of need, and human weakneſs, are 


made to mean one and the ſame thing. 


 QuoT.—P. 118 and 119. « Why, then, ſhould any 
te diſtreſs themſelves by calling in queſtion the truth of their 
* own faith, on account of having ſeen their own weakneſs 
< on ſome particular occaſions? This is nothing new, 
« but that which the people of Yor have experienced in 


* every age.” 


Answ. Faith failing in times of greateſt need, 
and human weakneſs, are ſtill continued as ſyno- 
nimous terms, though there is a deal of difference 
between Faith and nature, and between weak faith, 
and human frailty. «© Why, then,” ſays Timothy, 
#* ſhould any diſtreſs themſelves, by calling in queſ- 
« tion the truth of their faith?“ I think they have 
cauſe enough to be diſtreſſed. The Pſalmiſt cried 


out, when his heart and fleſh failed; but if heart, 


fleſh, and faith, all * together in times of greateſt 
need, 


need, there is ground for the greateſt diſtreſs: for, 
although Timothy ſays, that the people of God 
cc have experienced this in every age; yet I know. 
that there is not one proof, in all the book of God, 
of the ſaints faith ever failing them in their great- 
eſt calamities. i 


QuorT.—P. 119. © Impatience increaſes our troubles: 
« yet all-this tends to ſhew us how weak we are.“ 


Answ. Timothy is weak enough, God knows ; 
for ſuch weak Arguments, weak evidences, and weak _ 
proofs, never appeared in | the world till Timothy 
took pen in hand. 


Qvor.—P. 120. I cannot leave this ſubje& without 
« adding an Appendix; in which I ſhall enlarge chiefly upon 
« thoſe perfections in the divine nature, which are manife/ied 
e in the perſon, ſacrifice, .and prieſtly office of Chriſt; alſo, 
on thoſe promiſes which particularly tend to lead the timo- 
e rous ſoul te that foundation which God has laid in Zion 
« End of the Second Part—T. P.“ 


Answ, My Reader will obſerve how the above 
Quotation, is worded, «Timothy will enlarge upon 
e thoſe per feclions in the Divine nature, which are 
ce manifeſted in the perſon of Chriſt, &c.“ For ſome 
perfections of the Divine nature, to be manifeſted 
in Chrift, is one thing; and for every perfection 
of Jehovah, (in the higheſt ſenſe) to be poſſeſſed 


by 
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by Chriſt, as God over all, bleſſed for evermore and 
for all this glorious fulneſs of the Godhead to dwell 
in Chriſt bodily, is another thing. When this 
wonderful Appendix comes out, Reader, if Gd 
ſpares my life, I wi -write an Appendix to my Ban- 
BER; Which ſhall cd Kilt In an examination of Ti imo- 
thy's enlargements on the perfections of Chriſt ; and 
in citing one half of his Chriſtian evidences, to con- 
tradict the other half, that my Reader may ſee, at 
one glance, the conſiſtency of this Timothy. 


* 


5 


„ — 


P. S. Shortly will be Publiſhed, a Second Edition 
of the Firſt Part of the BARBER; with a cloſer 
Rxamination i into TimoTHY's Evipzxczs, and a 
clearer DER bo the Man: By | 
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